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FORTUNATE RS 


* T is not out of any fond De- 
I 
WO ot Poſterity, that I have trou- 
bled the World with this Account 
of myſelf ; though, indeed, upon thar 
Score 1 might not be altogether unwor- 
thy of its Patronage, as the Secret of my 
Birth, the Means of my being preſerved, 
and the Series of Events which have at 
length conducted me to my preſerit $- 
tuation, have ſomething that will at 
l. I B | leaſt 


ſire to convey my Fame to 
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leaſt prove ſurprifing, if not amuſing, to 
the generality of my Readers; and indeed, 
nothing ſhould have prevailed with me 
at my time of Life, and in my Circum- 
ſtances, to have undertaken ſo heavy a 
Taſk, had not I thought the Honour of 
my Family in ſome meaſure concerned, 
and the Inſtruction which my Children 
may from hence receive; inſomuch, that 
their Mother's Misfortune, if rightly made 
Uſe of, may prove of ſingular Service 
to them in the Regulation of their future 
Conduct. This is a ſufficient Apology 
for what I have begun, as to the Manner 
of its being performed, I ſhall enter into 
ſeveral Particulars which may perhaps 
appear trifling to ſome, but when con- 
| ſidered to be intended principally for the 
Uſe of my little Family, who are as yet 
young, and totally void of Experience, 
7 will, 
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The Fox TUNATE DiscoveERY. 3 
will, I hope, be excuſed. *Tis in the 
abovementioned View, namely, as chiefly 
intended for my Children, that I would 
have the following Sheets conſidered; and 
therefore, without any farther, Preamble, 
I ſhall proceed immediately to my Story, 
not doubting but that the Motives which 


I have mentioned, as inducing me to 
write, will prevail on the Public to re- 


ceive it with that Candour which the 
Unfortunate ſo juſtly have a Claim to. 

I ſhall begin with an Account of my- 
ſelf when thirteen Years of Age, brought 
up in the Houie of C olonel Crimſtone; 
that being the Name I ſhall give him in 
theſe Memoirs. I had been ſuckled by 
Mrs. Duncambe, whom I had hitherto 
luppoſed to be my Mother, and whoſe 
Huſband was Gentleman to the Colonel. 
If they had Reaſon to praiſe the Colonel's 

B 2 Ten- 
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4 The Fox Tux ATE Discovery, 
Tenderneſs and Generoſity, ſurely I was 
attached to him by much more forcible 
Ties of Gratitude. He had taken ſuch 
particular Care of my Education, that, 
young as I then was, I poſſeſſed moſt of 
thoſe Accompliſhments which are rarely 
to be met with in young Ladies much 
older than myſelf; beſides which, my 
Underſtanding was conſiderably improved 
by his Converſation and Inſtruction, in 
which I took great Dclight. 

As he was a Man of known Learn- 
ing, not common to be found in Men 
of his Profeſſion, he was plcaſed, when- 
ever he had an Opportunity, of cultiva- 
ting and improving any Opening of my 
Underſtanding, and made me frequent- 
ly read to him whatever he thought ne- 
ceſſary for the fixing my Taſte, and 


inculcating a Regard for what was good. 
He 
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He adviſed me to write Remarks on 
what I read, and was ſometimes extreme- 
ly pleaſed with the Reflections which I 
had made; and no wonder that he was 
ſo, ſince they were the pure Effects of 
Nature, undiſguiſed and untainted with 
the ill Principles and worſe Practices of 
thoſe who have lived for ſome time in 
the World. Whenloever he did not like 
what I wrote, he corrected it. The Af- 
fability and Mildneſs with which he gave 
me his Reaſons for the Alterations, and 
the Condeſcenfion with which he re&:- 
fed my Miſtakes, and improved my No- 
tions, had in a manner accuſtomed me 
to the Art of Thinking, and given me a 
Reliſh for all thoſe Books which were 
within the reach of my Capacity. 

This was my Situation, when the Co- 


lone] was ſeized with a violent Fever, 
B 3 and 
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and who in a few Days was given over 
by the Phyſicians. I was extremely af- 
flicted, as fearing to loſe ſo able and kind 
an Inſtructor; but the Reader may judge 
in what manner I was affected, when the 
Colonel, perſuaded that he had not long 


to live, reſolved to acquaint me with my 
Situation, and by what means I became 


ſo much indebted to his Generoſity. 
Mrs. Duncombe, who ſcarce ever ſtirr'd 
from the Colonel's Bed-ſide, came to tell 
me, that he wanted to ſpeak with me, 
and directly conducted me to his Bed- 
chamber, which I entered almoſt drown- 
ed in Tears. The Colonel deſired the 
Room might be cleared ; and when we 
were left alone, he gave me his Hand, 
and ſaid very affectionately, My dear 
Pally, (for that was the Name I went by 
in the Family) are you as much con- 
cerned 
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cerned on the Apprehenſion of loſing 
me, as I am grieved at leaving you in fo 
tender an Age, with an Underſtanding 
and Capacity ſo uncommon; and which I 
flattered myſelf fo lately, with the Hopes 
of unproving ? 

I made no other Reply, than with my 
Sighs, nor indeed could I, He was 
much affected, and leaning towards me 
to embrace me, we mingled our Tears 
for ſome time, neither of us being able 
to ſpeak, through the Anxiety which we 
felt. At length he recollected ſufficient 
Strength, and {poke to me in the follow- 
ing manner; the Subject of which was 


too intereſting for me to forget the leaſt 
Syllable. 


My dear Polly, I can no longer delay 
giving you an Account of your unfortu- 
nate Circumſtances, which I doubt not 


B 4 will 
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will be Matter of great Concern to you. 
You have hitherto thought yourſelf the 
Daughter of Duncombe, my Servant; but 
I can no longer conceal the Truth, — 
You are no Relation of his. I would ne- 
ver have acquainted you with this, could 
have been ture that Duncombe and his 
Wite would have behaved to you after 
my Death, in the ſame manner they have 
hitherto done, But, dear Polly, I know 
the World too well to truſt to Appear- 
ances; and you yourſelf, ſome time or 
other, will have a mournful Experience 
of it. Motives of Intereſt are capable of 
overbalancing the moſt upright Inten- 
tions; and, therefore, I was willing, be- 
fore I died, to ſecure you from the Dan- 
gers and Anxicties to which a State of 
Uncertainty..might expoſe you. Take 
this Key, continued he, and take out of 

my 
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my Bureau the little Box which you have 
ſo often look'd at with Surpriſe. I am 
going, at length, *to ſatisfy your Cu- 
rioſity. 

The Box the Colonel ordered me to 
fetch him, was gilt, and finely poliſh'd, 
which I had often conſidered as a very 
pretty one, and which he had pro- 
miſed to make me a Preſent of, I did 
not then know that it contained the Se- 
cret of my Birth. I went and brought it 
to him, in Obedience to his Commands ; 
and as ſoon as I had placed it upon the 
Bed, he gave me the Key, and told me 
how to open it. He then took out of it 
a Paper written and ſealed by himſelf, 
which he ordered me to open, and read 
aloud. The Contents of it (a Copy of 
which I have now got by me) were as 
follows: 


B 5 46 ] 


An 
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I, the underwritten, do certify all 
thoſe whom it may ,concern, that on the 
tenth Day of July, in the Year 1712, as 
I was coming from Ken/ington about ten 
O Clock at Night, Duncombe, my Servant, 
who was walking before me with a Lant- 
horn, came up to me, and told me that 
there was a Child lying by the Road - ſide, 
at a little Diſtance from the Place where 
he then was. As ſoon as we came up to 
it, we found a young Child wrapt up in 
clean Linen; and after having ſearch'd 
about for ſome time, to no Purpoſe, to 
ſee whether there was any Perſon near 
the Place that belong'd to the Child; be- 
ing moved with Compaſſion at the Sight 
of the innocent Babe, and being farther 
preſſed by Duncombe, whoſe Wife had 
been juſt brought to- bed of a ſtill- born 
Child, I determin'd to take it up, and to 
let 
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let it live from that Time forward un- 
der my Protection. I therefore ordered 
Duncombe to take it up in his Arms; and 
as ſoon as I got home, I gave it into the 
Care of his Wife to bring up. The 
Linen being pulled off from the Child, 
we diſcovered it to be a Girl, and which 
we conjectured had been born about two 
Days. A gold Bracelet was found upon 
her Arm, in which was incloſed a Locket 
of Hair with a Cypher, ſeeming to be 
compoſed of the Letters M and P, with 
a little Note tied to it, without any 
Name ſign'd at the Bottom, containing 
theſe Words. 


This Girl was born on the ninth 
„Pay of Fuly, and baptized immediately 
< after its Birth, by the Name of Mary.” 

The original Note I have tacked to 
this Certificate given under my Hand and 


B 6 Sea 
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Seal, as a Teſtimony of the Truth of the 
above-mentioned Particulars. 
Signed, Grimſtone.” 


As ſoon as I had read this Paper, which 
T did, as the Reader may well imagine, 
in a very trembling Voice, interrupted by 
many Sighs, I remained in great Confu- 
ſion for ſome time. The Colonel did not 
ſuffer me to refle& long on ſo extraordi- 
nary a Piece of Intelligence, but went on 
in the following manner. 
Lou ſeem ſurpriſed and alarmed at the 
Particulars you have juſt heard ; my dear 
Polly, recal your ſcattered Spirits a little, 
and attend cloſely to what I am going to 
ſay to you, which I hope will have the 
more Weight, as in all Probability it will 
be the laſt Time that I ſhall have an Op- 
portunity of addreſſing you. I have not 
omitted any Endeayours, ever ſince I firſt 
as | found 
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found you, towards diſcovering the Se- 
cret of your Birth, avoiding carefully, at 
the ſame time, the making it too public, 
which might have proved of great Pre- 
judice to you, without accumpliſhing the 
End propoſed; but all my Endeavours 
have proved ineffectual, However, as I 
deſigned to bring you up myſelf, and to 
give you ſome ſmall matter of Fortune, 
ſuch as my Abilities would permit, I 
comforted myſelf by thinking, that al- 
though I had not been ſo fortunate as to 
diſcover who were your Parents, yet I 
was in hopes of being able to leave you 
a ſufficient Competency to live in a pri- 
vate and retired Way; and which, if ma- 


naged with Prudence, would prove a com- 
fortable Subſiſtence, My unexpected Dif- 
order, which I foreſee will prove fatal to 
me, has hindered me from making fo 
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ample a Proviſion for you as I could wiſh. 
This is all I have been able to do for you, 
namely, an Annuity of one hundred and 
twenty Pounds. Here are the Writings, 
continued he, in this Cheft, and here the 
Bracelet and Note which I found upon 
your Arm. Heaven grant that they may 
prove, ſome time or other, the Means of 
diſcovering your Parents to you, as I can 
by no means think that they are ſuch as 


you need at all to be aſhamed of. I have 


obſerved jn you, during your Infancy, 
and ever ſince that time, noble Senti- 


ments, and a Generoſity of Behaviour, 


which is hardly ever to be met with in 
Perſons of obſcure Birth. Nature has 
furniſhed you with Talents which may 
turn out hereafter greatly to your Advan- 
tage: but that Advantage, my dear Polly, 
is very precarious, and depends in a great 


- meaſure, 
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meaſure, on the right Management of 
thoſe Talents. I am in Hopes, that the 
Principles of Virtue, which I have made 
it my conſtant Endeavour to inſtil into 
you, will ſupport you, and carry you thro? 
that thorny Path of Life which you are 
now in a manner juſt entering upon ; a 
Time of Life in which your Danger will 
increaſe in Proportion to your Beauty; 
and, therefore, it is in order to ſecure 
you, as well as I can, from thoſe Dan- 
gers, that I am anxious to ſeparate my- 
ſelf from you, before Death ſhall ſum- 
mon me hence. You know my Niece, 
Lady Drake, it is to her Care that I am 
going to entruſt you in ſome meaſure. 
Her Huſband, it is true, is too young to 
permit of keeping you in the Houſe with 
her; but I have deſired her to board yaw 
with a Great-aunt of mine, where yow 

ſhall 
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' fhalbnot want the Continuance of thoſe 
Advantages of Education which have hi- 
therto been given you under my Inſpec- 
tion. Lady Drake will be here preſently, 
you will then go with her. This laſt 
Command, continued he, perceiving me 
almoſt drowned in Tears, ſeems to con- 
cern you greatly. I am not leſs affected 
than you are ; and, indeed, I am ſcarce 
able to ſay any thing more to you.— 
But be comforted, my dear Polly, perhaps 
Heaven may reſtore me to my Health, 
and then our parting will not be long. 

I could make no Reply; I was quite 
confounded, and neither thought, nor 
could ſet myſelf to think of any thing to 


ſay. The Colonel remained for ſome 


time in aState of utter Inſenſibility, which 
put me into ſo great a Fright, that I èry'd 
out, which brought him immediately to 


himſelf. 
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himſelf. He then embraced me with 
great Tenderneſs, ſaying at the ſame 
time, we muſt part; and then he rang 
for his Servants, and Duncombe and his 
Wife coming in, he ordered them to con- 
duct me to my Room, and to take care 
to pack up all my Things, that they 
might be ready to be taken away at a 
Minute's Warning. 

It would be very difficult to give an 
exact Account of the Situation in which 
I then found myſelf, ſo agitated was my 
Mind. I was overwhelmed with Grief, 
without knowing well what was the true 
Cauſe of my being ſo. The Misfortunes 
that now threaten'd me in the loſs of the 
Colonel, whom I had all along conſidered 
with the ſame Duty as if he had been my 
Father, the Secret of my Birth, the Senſe 


1 had of the Colonel's F avours, and a 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong Prepoſſeſſion that induced me to 
think he had deceived me by a fabu- 
lous Account of my Birth, and a Story 
that he had made up at his Leiſure, in 
order to conceal from me the true De- 
gree of Relationſhip that I ſtood in to 


him: Theſe ſeveral Ideas ſtarted into 


my Mind at once, and having confuſed 
it a good deal, and thrown it into Per- 
plexity, left little or no Impreſſion behind 
them. 

I was conducted back to my Apart- 
ment, where I ſtaid for ſome time, with- 
out paying the leaſt Attention to what 
was going forward- in the Houſe. The 
Colonel's Orders were obey'd with all 
poſſible Expedition, and my little Cargo 
was ready to be removed, when a Meſ- 
ſage was ſent to me, deſiring me to go 


into the Colonel's Room, where Lady 
Drake 
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Drake had been with him ſome time 
alone. 

As ſoon as I came in, ſhe could not 
help crying out, Heavens ! in what a Si- 
tuation is this poor Child left? Oh, 


my dear Uncle, continued ſhe, addreſſing 
herſelf to the Colonel, the Concern ſhe 


feels, intereſts me in her Behalf, at leaſt 
as deeply as your Injunctions, which 
ſhall always be obſerved with the great- 
eſt Exactneſs. Yes, my dear, continugll 
ſhe (taking me in her Arms) I adopt 
you, you ſhall be henceforward my 
Daughter, and I will always behave to 
you with the Tenderneſs and Affection 
of a Mother. The .only Reply 1 made 
to ſuch benevolent Proffers of Kindneſs, 
was by my Sighs. The Colonel and his 
Niece were equally affected at the moving 
Sight of my Grief ; but at length, the 
former 
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former having recollected himſelf tho- 
roughly, Niece, ſaid he, it is time I ſhould 
now think of what is of the utmoſt Im- 
portance to a Man in my Situation ; go 
and take my dear Polly along with you. — 


] entruſt her to you; keep her at your 


Houſe for a few Days. And as for you, 
my dear Child, continued he, addreſſing 


himſelf to me, look on my Niece as your 
Miſtreſs— She will be your Friend; ſhe 
has given me her Word that ſhe will, 
and I do not doubt but ſhe will keep her 
Promiſe. Follow her Advice with the 
ſame Exactneſs and Regard that you have 


-hitherto paid to mine. Come, my dear 
Polly, receive my laſt Embrace, my laſt 
Farewel. I was in the Colonels Arms 


when I heard theſe affecting Words. 
J had almoſt loſt all Senſation, and was 


ſcarcely come to myſelf by that time 1 


got 


1 
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got to Lady Drake's. A Flood of Tears 
was the firſt Sign I gave of Life. What, 
my dear Maſter, ſhall I not then ſee you 
any more ? I have loſt my All, were the 
only Words I was able to pronounce ; and 
in the Extremity of my Grief, I repeated 
them three or four times. Lady Drake, 
afflicted as ſhe was, endeavoured to com- 


fort me with hopes of his Recovery, but 


Alas! Madam, ſaid I, I ſhall 
never ſee him any more | What will be- 
come of me? Lady Drake thought that 
this ſeemed to expreſs an Uneaſineſs con- 


in vain. 


cerning the Circumſtances of my For- 


tune ; and accordingly, ſhe took the Op- 
portunity to tell me, that I had not the 


* leaſt Reaſon to be apprehenſive upon that 


Account; and, to confirm the Truth of 
what ſhe ſaid, ſhewed me the Box that 
the Colonel had put into her Hands, aſ- 

ſuring 
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ſuring me, at the ſame time, that it con- 
tained a ſufficient Sum to place me be- 
yohd the Reach of Neceſſity ; and which 
ſhe would make it her Endeavour to in- 
. creaſe and improve. Alas! Madam, ſaid 
I, let any one that pleaſes take that, but 
who is it that can reſtore the Colonel to 
us? This Exclamation ſoftened the Lady 
a good deal, and-produced Emotions of 
Tenderneſs, which were greatly in my 
Behalf. Oh, my dear, ſaid ſhe, how 
pleaſed am I at ſeeing you ſo dutiful and 
affectionate? She then looked upon me 
ſtedfaſtly for ſome time, and then went 
on; yes, my dear, continued ſhe, you 
will one Day or other be exceedingly 
happy.— will even venture to foretel it. 
Take this Key, it belongs to the Box that 
my Uncle gave me for you, *tis your own, 
and therefore I put it into your Hands. 

I made 
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I made ſome Excuſes at firſt, but ſhe in- 
ſiſted upon it, and then led me into her 
Apartment, and bid one of her Women 
take care of me; ſaying to me, as ſhe was 
leaving the Room, I am going to my Un- 
cle's again; perhaps I ſhall be able, 
on my Return, to give you a leſs me- 
lancholy Account: Be compoſed and 
comforted, my dear Polly, and call Here for 
whatever you want; you ſhall be treated 
in all Reſpects as if you were my Daugh- 
ter. 3 
I remained with her Woman almoſt 
overwhelmed with Grief, and was to- 
tally ignorant of all the Secrets of the 
Colonel's Family, ſave only, that I knew 
he was diſſatisfied with his Nephew ; and 
indeed, I had been ſometimes an Eye- 
witneſs of his having made up ſeveral 
Quarrels between his Nephew and Niece. 
The 
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The Woman that had been left in the 
Room with me, ſeemed quite in a Hurry 


to acquaint me with ſeveral Particulars 


relating to her Maſter and Miſtreſs, but 


I was too much oppreſſed with the Load 
of Grief which I felt, to give much At- 
tention to what ſhe ſaid ; all that I could 
make out from that multitude of Words 
which I was in a manner forced to hear, 
was, that Lady Drake, whoſe Praiſes this 
Girl had been trumpeting forth in a very 
extraordinary manner, had great Reaſon 
to complain of her Huſband. 


As all my Ideas were at preſent con- 
fined to the Colonel, in whoſe Health 


alone I conſidered myſelf as principally 


intereſted, and hearing Mention made 
of the Nephew, I was ſurpriſed, that I 
had not ſeen him at his Uncle's during 


the whole time of his Illneſs; and I could 
not 
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not conceal my Surpriſe at his Behaviour 
in this Particular from the Maid who was 


talking to me. I even went ſo far as to 
reproach him for his Inſenſibility, which 


ſerved only to furniſh the Girl with a freſh 
Pretext to proceed in her Diſcourſe, 
though, in Truth, ſhe ſtood in no want 
of any Excuſe to continue it. 

The Colonel had hitherto been the ſole 
Object of my Reflections; and therefore, 


every thing that was ſaid to me, I thought 
had ſome Relation at leaſt to him; and 


upon that Account it was that I liſtened 
more attentively to what the Girl ſeemed 


ſo deſirous of having me acquainted with. 
I learned from her, that Admiral Grim- 


ſtone, the Colonel's Brother, and Father 


to Sir Thomas, his Nephew, was taken ill 
about a Month before, at a Country Seat 
of his in Devonſhire ; and that Sir T homas 

Vou. I. C had 
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had ſet out for that Place before his Un- 
cle the Colonel fell ſick; that Lady Drake 
had wrote him Word of the dangerous 


Condition his Uncle was in, but that it 
was very uncertain whether Sir Thomas 


.could leave his Father at ſuch a Criſis, 


inaſmuch as the Admiral having buried 


his ſecond Wife, by whom he had a Son 


-about ſeventeen Years of Age, who had 


lived with him perpetually in the Coun- 
try; and that in caſe the Admiral ſhould 
die, Sir Thomas had a great deal of Buſi- 


neſs to do, in order to ſecure his coming 


in for a Part of the Eſtate. I was then 


informed by numberleſs other little Cir- 
cumſtances introduced, to which my Cu- 


rioſity induced me to pay ſome Attention, 
that the Admiral had loſt his Wife ſoon 


after the Birth of Sir Thomas, (who, by 


the bye, we muſt obſerve, was only a 
3 Knight.) 
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| Knight.) That he had married again 
about eighteen Years before, contrary to 
| the Liking and Goodwill of his Rela- 


| tions, a Woman of Family indeed, but 
| without a Shilling to her Fortune ; that 
this ſecond Wife died in the Country in 


22 


Childbed of the Son then living with the 
Father, that Part of the Eſtate had been 
ſettled upon him as ſoon as he was born; 


and that the Admiral had lived wholly in 


the Country ever ſince his ſecond Mar- 


riage; and that he had been intirely taken 


up in the Education of his Son, whom he 


Inſpection. 
4 of the Colonel's Generoſity came to my 
Knowledge, which could not but affect 
| . me a good deal. I was told, that not- 


j had bred up in the Houſe under his own 


And here another Inſtance 


. withſtanding the Averſion he had, and 
that too not altogether without ſome 


C 2 Foun- 
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Foundation, he had made ſeveral hand- 
| ſome Preſents to his Nephew, and had 
aſſured him, that he would take all Op- 
portunities of forwarding him in the 
World. From that Time I look'd upon 
young Mr. Drake as the favourite Ne- 
phew of my dear Maſter ; and though 
he was wholly a Stranger to me, yet I 
could not help perceiving and feeling 
ſome Emotions of Tenderneſs in his Be- 
half 

Thus much Intelligence I had got to- 
gether, with a Number of other Particu- 
lars, which were of leſs Conſequence, 
when Lady Drake came in. I went im- 
mediately up to her, and obſerved a great 
Serenity on her Countenance, more viſi- 


ble than uſual. I imagine, Madam, ſaid 
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I, by your Chearfulneſs, that the Colonel | g 
is better. Yes, my dear Polly, ſaid ſhe, 2 
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29 
the Fever did not return this Evening, 
which the Phyſicians were ſo apprehen- 


ſive of, and therefore they are in ſome 
Hopes of his Recovery. My Joy, at 
hearing this, was inexpreſſible; the only 
Sign J gave of it, was throwing myſelf 
into Lady Drake's Arms, who approved 
of my Tranſport. We went up together 
into her Apartment, and there eat our 
Supper. The Colonel was the ſole Topic 
of our Converſation. She informed me, 
that he had received the Holy Sacra- 
ment with an exemplary Devotion. The 
Thought of this, ſuggeſted to me the Dan- 
ger that he felt himſelf in, and threw me 
My 
Lady did every thing ſhe could to divert 


back into my former Melancholy. 


me from indulging it, by throwing in con- 
tinual Aſſurances that he was much bet- 
ter; and that ſhe had not the leaſt Doubt, 


G2 but 
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but he would ſoon be reſtored to his 
Health, 
Although I ſuffered her to think that 
ſhe had convinced me, yet in Reality, 
what ſhe ſaid had no ſuch Effect upon me; 
ſo that when I left her to retire to my own 
Apartment, the melancholy Reflection on 
the Danger I was in of loſing ſo gene- 
rous a Benefactor, prey'd continually up- 
on my Spirits. I thought of it the whole 
Night, and was continually revolving in 
my Mind the bitter Agony that he might 
be perhaps enduring at that Inſtant, in- 
ſomuch, that I cry'd the whole time. But 
of what Uſe is it to trace back theſe ſe- 
veral Incidents, which can only be attri- 
buted to the Weakneſs and Infirmity of 
my Youth and Sex? Let it then be ſuf- 
ficient to ſay, that I ſpent four Days at 


Lady Drake's in a cruel Suſpence between 
Hope 
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f Hope and Fear; during which time I was 
not permitted to go to the Colonel's; 


; and indeed, I knew that he had given 
4 ſtrict Orders that I ſhould not. At length, 


on the fifth Day from my Departure, 
\ Lady Drake, who uſed to go thither every 
: Morning, and uſed generally to ſtay there | 


| the whole Day, returned about eleven 
o'Clock, but ſo overwhelmed with Grief, 


: that ſhe had no need of informing me ex- 


pPreſly of the Misfortune that had hap- 


| ; pened, and which I conjectured but too 
well the Truth of. 


We did nothing but weep moſt bitter- 


ly - my Grief ſeemed to be a freſh Incen- 
tive and Provocative to hers; and this I 


had ſufficient Diſcernment to be ſenſible of. 
Permit me, Madam, faid I, to retire to 


and from thence it is my Intention never 
C 4 willingly 


the Place deſigned for me by the Colonel, 
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" willingly to remove. Lady Drake looked 
upon me attentively, which melted her 
afreſh, and having embraced me with 
much Affection, conſented to my Depar- 
ture. The ſame Coach that had brought 
her, conducted me to Mrs. Moreton's (the 
Colonel's Great-aunt) where I found every 
thing ready for my Reception. The Girl 
that had been put about me by my Lady, 
and who had Orders to accompany me 
thither, took care that I had every thing 
that was requiſite. 

I went into the Houſe—Mrs. Moreton 
received me with great Affability and good 
Nature, and endeavoured all ſhe could to 
comfort me, but in vain ; all theſe At- 
tempts appeared then very officious and 
diſagreeable : in ſhort, my Grief was ſuch, 
that the lenient Hand of Time was the 
only Remedy that could be applied with 

the 


bps Y (0d 7 


The Fox TUNATE DISCOVERY. - 33 


the leaſt Probability of Succeſs. But 
however afflicting the Reflection of the 
Greatneſs of my Loſs might prove, I muſt 


ingenuouſly own, that there was an addi- 


tional Motive for my Concern. I had not 
till then made any Reflections on the Diſ- 
grace of my Birth. It is true, indeed, I 
was hardly fourteen Years of Age ; but 
then 1t muſt be remembered, my Educa- 
tion had been ſuch that, the Reader may 
ealily imagine, my Underſtanding was 


much more enlightened and improved, 


than that of moſt Children at my Age; 
and that I had been already too well ac- 
cuſtomed to Thinking, to remain inſen- 
ſible of an Incident which was of the moſt 
intereſting Concern to me. And here too 
I muſt own, that the laſt Diſcourſe of the 
Colonel, together with that Writing which 
he had made me read to him, had not had 

C 5 the 
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the Effect upon me, which he intended it 
ſhould. I ſecretly accuſed him of having 
contrived to deceive me by this ſubtle Ar- 
tiſice; and indeed, I found this Suſpicion 
but too well grounded in that Profuſion 
of Tenderneſs which he expreſſed for me, 
in the Education he had given me with 


ſo much Expence and Trouble, and even 
in the Care and Proviſion he had made 


for me at his Death, in entruſting me to 7 


People that were his Relations. In ſhort, 
I was fully perſuaded, that the Colonel 
was my Father, and nothing as yet had 
been able to convince me to the contrary. 


What, ſaid I to myſelf, can it be poſſible, 


that he could ſhew ſo tender a Concern 
for a Girl that was wholly a Stranger to 
bim? For one that was expoſed and 
abandoned by her Parents as ſoon as ſhe 
was born? Is it poſſible, that any Parent 

| could 
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could have been fo unnatural and inhu- 
man as to expoſe to almoſt certain Death, 


a Creature to whom they had but lately 


given Being ? No; the Colonel was 


afraid to own me for his Daughter; he 


was unable to procure for me either the 
Rank or Fortune in Life which I ſeemed 
entitled to by my Birth. Had I been a 
legittmate Offspring, he would have been 
willing that I ſhould have partook of his 
Kindneſs, but could never ſuffer that 1 
ſhould have it in my Power to reproach 
him for having brought me into Life. 
. I was alone, and wrapped up in theſe 
melancholy Reflections, when I caſt my 
Eyes on the fatal Box that I had received 
from the Colonel. I opened it with an 
Intention of reading over again the Paper 
that contained my Story. It happened 
to be the firſt that I laid my Hands on. 
C 6 ] feiz'd 


8 * — aun — — — 
— „% KKK _- * 


— —— — 


36 The FoRTUNATE Discovery. 


I ſeiz'd on it; examined the Bracelet, 
and kiſs'd it tenderly, as believing it the 
Gift of one whom I conſidered as my 
Father, and which I looked upon as what 
would continually bring him to my Re- 
membrance. I did not, however, pre- 
fume. to tie it to my Arm, becauſe he 
had not done ſo. I read over the Pa- 
per that was ſaid to have been found 
with me, which was wrote in a different 
Hand from the other, and with which I 
was not in the leaſt acquainted. I did 


not, however, pay much Attention to it; 


nor did I regard much the Inſtrument by 
which he had convey'd over to my Poſſeſ- 


ſion ſome Goods and Money. 


I was in great Agitation to know whe- | 
ther the Colonel was really my Father or 


not ; ſometimes I thought it almoſt im- 


poſlible, conſidering the known Integrity 
of 
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of his Character ; and this threw me into. 
Reflections, that at laſt ended in Tears, 
when palling ſuddenly to. the Remem- 


brance of the other Particulars contained 


in the Box, I hunted about, and at laſt 
diſcovered two private Drawers. The 
firſt that I opened, preſented me with a 
View of ſeveral Portugal Pieces; but as 
thoſe were not what I was looking for, I 
pulled open the other with much Eager- 
neſs, and found therein a Gold Watch 
and Snuff Box, and at the Bottom a little 
Box which contained the Colonel's Pic- 
ture. Alas! ſaid I, when I beheld it, 
this 1s. but too convincing a Proof of the 
ColonePs being indeed my Father. I 


| ſpent two whole Days by myſelf, great 
Part of which were taken up in frequent 


looking at the Picture, and lamenting my 
unhappy Situation ; the Officiouſneſs of 
the 
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the People about me rather increaſing 
than diminiſhing my Anxiety ; and I 
could not help thinking, that the Colo- 
nel had been ſo cruel as well as ſo un- 
juſt as to deceive me in the Article of my 
Birth. 


I was in this State of Mind, when on 
the third Day Word was brought me, 
that Mr. Duncombe de ſired to ſpeak with 
me. The Sight of him renewed in my 
Mind all thoſe melancholy Ideas which it 
had before dwelt on bur too much.. My 
dear Father, ſaid I to him, (for thus I 
had always called him all the time I had 
lived at the Colonel's) I ſee you have 
not forſaken me. I had not Strength 
ſufficient to ſay any more. Alas, Ma- 
dam, ſaid Duncombe, the Name and ho- 
nourable Appellation of Father does no 
longer appertain to me; and I doubt not 

| but 
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but you have already diſcovered the Se- 
cret of your Birth. No, reply'd I; 
have I not rather plunged myſelf into 
deeper Uncertainty ? I have now then 
no one that I can call my Father, Be 
you then ſtill my Parent, and pity an un- 
fortunate Girl, who knows no Relation 
but yourſelf; and permit me to put into 
your Hands the ſeveral Preſents that the 
Colonel has made me. You muſt not 


leave me. 


He was greatly affected at what I ſaid, 
and endeavoured all he could to comfort 
me by the moſt generous Aſſurances. 
And as ſoon as he perceived that he had 
in ſome meaſure relieved me from my 
Anxiety, he informed me, that he came 
from Lady Drake, to inquire after my 
Health; that indeed, he ſhould have come 
of his own Accord, had it not been for 

the 
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the great Hurry of Buſineſs that our ® 
late Lois had thrown him into. In ſhort, n 
Miſs, ſaid he, with Tears in his Eyes, | : 
I am afraid I am going to renew your : ; 
Sorrow, by acquainting you, that you were p 
the Subject of the Colonels I houghts, 
even to his laſt Moments; he forelaw the 
great Concern that you would feel at A 

_ lofing hi; and indeed, in return, he | | 


ſecmed to be affected only upon your 
Account. But this Converſation, con- 
tinued he, is on too tender a Point, 
(perceiving me frequently to ſigh.) It is 
time for mc to lay before you the laſt | { 
Commands that I receiyed from the Co- 
lonel, with relation to you. He has or- 
dered me to acquaint your ſeveral Maſters, q 
that it was his Intention they ſhould con- L 
tinue teaching you, You ſhall have your 
| Spinnet and Books ſent you To-Gay ; 
} among 
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among the latter you will find many 


. others, which he ordered me to take out 
7 of his Cloſet, and which he cauſed to be 


locked up juſt before he died. All theſe 
ſhall be convey'd to you; and indeed, I 
doubt not but Lady Drake will come 
herſelf by and bye. 

I was in ſuch extreme low Spirits, that 
I ſeemed quite inſenſible of every thing 
that Duncombe had been ſaying; and, 
upon his aſking me whether I had any 
Commands for her Ladyſhip, Do not, 
ſaid I, add to her Grief, by telling her 
the melancholy Situation in which you 
have found me : tell her how ſenſible I 
am of her Kindneſs, but prevent if you 


can, her coming to ſee me yet a while, as 
I know, that I ſhall but renew her Grief, 
nor will ſhe be a leſs Occaſion of my 
Concern. 


Duncombe 
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Duncombe left me very viſibly affected 
with a Melancholy which I fully ſhared 


with him. Every Thing he had men- 


tioned, arrived in a few Hours after his 
Departure; and notwithſtanding what I 
had faid to him with relation to my Lady, 
I was informed in the Evening, that ſhe 


was below, and deſired to ſpeak with 
me. 


I weilt led ns ſoon as I heard her Name 
mentioned; and it was with great Diffi- 


culty that I got down to the Parlour. 
Alas, Madam ! Alas, my dear Polly ! 


were the only Words we could ſpeak to 


each other for ſome time; and theſe were 
interrupted by our Tears. 1 had got 


hold of her Hand, and ſhe was preſſing 
mine very tenderly. Theſe ſilent Marks 


of Friendſhip were ſo affecting, that they 
ſeemed to produce in me a Feeling I had 
hutherto 


8 as 
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bes hes en And indied; 
my Grief, which till now had been of the 
moſt bitter and corroſive Kind, became 
more tender and affectionate. Lady Drake 
experienced the ſame Change in hers, 
which ſhe at length owned to me. Alas, 
ſaid ſhe, my dear Polly, I was afraid to fee 
you. I both dreaded and deſired this 


Interview ; and now I perceive how ne- 


ceſſary it was that it ſhould be brought 
about. It has lulled me into a Tranqui- 
lity which I have been long a Stranger to, 
and which I deſpaired of recovering. The 
Perſons who ſhare and truly feel our Griefs 
are the only proper and effectual Com- 
forters. Yes, my dear, I ſhould think 
myſelt too happy, if I might flatter my- 
ſelf, that my Friendſhip has had the fame 
Effects upon you that yours has upon 
me. Madam, reply'd I, I ought to have 

g prevented 
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prevented your making ®; is Acknow- 
ledgment, by being beforchand with you. 
I have, at length, found what I feared 1 
ſhould never be able to arrive at, namely, 
a tender and compaſſionate Heart, ſenſi- 
ſible of my Miſery, and condeſcending to 
take under its Protection an unhappy Girl, 
forſaken by all the World. 


I ſhould be too tedious, were I to men- 
tion the ſeveral Particulars which, even at 
this time, conveys an unſpcakable Plea- 
ſure to me. Let it therefore be ſufficient 
to obſerve, that Lady Drake's Friendſhip, 
and that great Remedy for all Evils, Time, 
reconciled me in ſome meaſure to. the Loſs 
which 1 had ſuſtained. 

I continued my ſeveral Employments ; 
that is to- ſay, Drawing, Muſic, Dancing, 
French, and Italian; nor was Reading a 
light Alleviation of my Grief. I ſpent 
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q | ſeveral Hours every Day in my Cloſet, as 
had been my conſtant Practice when I 


lived with the Colonel. About ſix hun- 
dred Volumes, which he had choſen out 
himſelf, compoſed my Library, and which 
I found an excellent Reſource againſt 
the Reflection on Misfortunes ſo diſtreſs- 
ful as mine were. But the Reader has 
been ſufficiently tired with theſe minute 
Particulars, it is high Time for me to 


come to ſome that are more intereſting. 


About a Month after I had been in my 
Boarding-houſe, I was informed that Ad- 
miral Drake (my Lady's Father-in-law) 
was happily recovered from his Illneſs; I 
underſtood alſo, that Sir Thomas Drake 
was to come to London very ſoon ; and it 
was with a good deal of Indifference that 
1 heard this Piece of News. At length, 
one Day that I expected Lady Drake' to 

. come 
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come to me, and had been waiting for 
her ſome time, I received a Note, the 
Contents of which were as follows: 


Dear Polly, 

My Huſband came home this Day at 
Noon, very unexpectedly he has brought 
with him, out of Devonſhire, young Mr, 
Drake his Brother, who is a very promiſing 
young Man, and 1s going to buy a Com- 
miſſion in the Guards. This ſudden Vi- 
ſit deprives me of the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
you To-day. My Huſband ſeems very 
well ſatisfied with your having been re- 
commended to my Care by the Colonel, 
and we will come together very ſoon to 
pay you a Viſit. 

Believe me, Yours, Cc. 


Every thing that came from Lady 
Drake, 1 conſidered as valuable, I read 


over 


for 
the 
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1 over and over the Note ſhe had ſent me, 

; and it ſeemed to me to compenſate, in 

: ſome meaſure, for the Loſs of herſelf. I 

had not attended at firſt to the Arrival of 

j young Mr. Drake ; but recollecting on a 
* ſudden, that the Colonel had expreſs'd a 
deal of F riendſhip for him, I felt a Con- 
cern, that he did not come Time enough 
to receive the laſt Farewel from ſo affec- 
tionate an Uncle. I endeavoured to form 
; to myſelf an Idea of a young Man which 
5 might correſpond with the Tenderneſs 
# which the Colonel felt for him, and in- 
| tereſted myſelf fo far in his Behalf, as to 
be apprehenſive that he might be in- 
j fluenced by the ill Example of his Bro- 


ther. Such Reflections, and ſuch a Be- 
haviour as this may perhaps appear to 


2 ſome to be greatly above a Girl of four- 


14 | teen. But then it muſt be remembered, 
what 
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what I before ſaid, that the Colonel had 
accuſtomed me from a Child, to think on 
various Subjects; beſides, that now that! 
am writing this Account of myſelf in a 
more advanced Stage of Life, I hope I 
may without Offence give ſome Strength 
and Sinews to thoſe Reflections of which 
I had at leaſt the Seeds in my younger 
Days; and indeed, I was affected with 


theſe Sentiments in a much more rational 


Manner than could be expected from one 
of my Years.—But to return. 

The next Morning after I had received 
this Note, Sir Thomas and my Lady paid 
me a Viſit. Sir Thomas took more No- 
tice of me than I expected; but as to my 
Lady's Condeſcention, being accuſtomed 
to it, it did not ſurpriſe me. Her Hul- 
band's Preſence hindered me from being 
ſo free with her, as I uſually was; 
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| | and ſhe took Notice of it to me: I plead- 
| ed the Reſpect that I owed to Sir Thomas, 
| | | who immediately deſired me to be leſs 
upon the Reſerve, and told me, that he 
was quite jealous of the Regard that I en- 


tertained for his Lady. I was but little 


| acquainted with his Character, having 
been but once or twice in his Company 
before. He looked at me very attentive- 
| 4 ly, and was very laviſh in his Commen- 
3 dations ; which emboldened me to reply 
5 with leſs Ceremony. Juſt at this Time, 


in came my Muſic-maſter, whom I would 
fain have diſmiſſed, but Sir Thomas would 
have him ſtay, being deſirous, he ſaid, to 
hear me ſing. I accordingly went to my 
Spinnet, which I accompany'd with a new 
Song out of an Opera. Sir Thomas ſeemed 
quite enchanted with my Performance ; 
and then turning to his Lady, My dear, 

Vor. I. +. Mr. 
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Mr. H----- muſt hear this young Lady. 
Lady Drake ſtopped him immediately, 
and ſaid, No, Sir, if you pleaſe ; I deſire 
you would not mention any ſuch thing, 
Indeed, reply'd Sir Thomas, ſhe has one 
of the fineſt Voices that I ever heard in 
my Life; it would be a thouſand Pities 
that ſhe ſhould not perform in Public. 
J liſtened to theſe Praiſes with a kind of 
Pleaſure, without knowing what it was 
they were talking about. They at laſt 
made an End of their Viſit, and Sir Tho- 
mas, at going out, beſtowed freſh Compli- 
ments on my Perſon and Performance, 
and would fain have taken hold of my 
Hand, but I would not permit him. 
Lady Drake gave me hers, and whiſpered 
me at the ſame time, I have not brought 
my little Brother with me, becauſe his 


Cloaths are not yet made up; but J will 
bring 
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bring him in a Day or two, for I would 
fain have you acquainted. 
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I now remained alone with my Muſic- 
maſter, who went on with his Leſſon. 
He was juſt going to take his Leave, 
when, excited by Curioſity, I aſked him 
Z who was Mr. H-----, that Sir Thomas was 
ſo deſirous ſhould hear me ſing? He 
is the Maſter of the Opera-Houſe, Ma- 
dam, replied he. I was then heartily ſorry 
that I had aſked this Queſtion, although 

had but a very imperfect Idea of what 

the Opera was. I found ſomewhat ſo mor- 

, | cifying inthe Anſwer which had been made 
me, that I diſmiſſed my Maſter, without 
deſiring to be informed of farther Parti- 


| A culars; but it was not long before I un- 
t derſtood the baſe Deſigns that Sir Thomas 
had formed againſt me. The very next 


Day he came to my Lodgings, and in- 


We — wo 
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quired for me. I was told, that Lady 
Drake wanted to-ſpeak with me, and went 
down with all imaginable Alacrity to re- 
ceive her; when the Reader may judge 


of my Surpriſe, upon my finding only her 


Huſband in the Parlour. This unex- 
pected Viſit threw me into great Confu- 
ſion, infomuch, that I knew not what to 
do. Sir Thomas perceived it, and ſaid, Is 
my Preſence ſo frightful, Madam, as to 
cauſe ſo viſible an Anxiety in you ? Come 
hither, my Dear, I have got ſomething to 


ſay to you; and I cannot think that you F 
will refuſe to hearken to me. Excuſe me, 
Sir, ſaid I, I was told that your Lady 4 


wanted to ſpeak with me. No, Mails, 


replied he, it is not my Lady, but myſelf, "1 
that has got ſomething to ſay to you. 
Come, ſit down, and attend to me. How ] 
old are you, my Dear? Fourteen, Sir, 
faid 
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fſaid 1. 
very tall of your Age ; I ſhould really 


The FoxTUNATE DiscoveRY. 53 


No more ? reply'd he, you are 


have thought you ſeventeen at leaſt. Your 
Shape, Complexion, and thoſe fine Eyes, 
that you too modeſtly keep fixed on the 


Ground, are all Signs of your being of 
an Age that is fitted for giving Delight. 


I heard indeed, but ſorely againſt my 
Will, a Converſation to which my Ears 
and Heart were wholly unaccuſtomed. 
My Eyes overflowed with Tears, which 
I was unable to reſtrain. Sir Thomas be- 
held them without the leaſt Emotion. 
You know, continued he, that I am ac- 
quainted with the Situation you are in; 
and as to the little Fortune that my Un- 
cle has bequeathed you, what will that 
do for you? Are you determined to 
ſpend the Flower of your Vouth in pri- 
vate Lodgings, ſequeſtred from the World 


and 
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and its Amuſements ? Whata forlorn Con- * 1 
dition is this? Can you think it preferable ; 

to that which Iam now come to propoſe to 

you? ] was not willing to delay acquaint- 
ing you with it an Inſtant, in order to put 
out of your Head all thoſe fanciful Chi- 


meras that perhaps my Lady may have * 
prepoſſeſſed you with. You are very 
handſome, PY, and of an Age that you 
ought to take the earlieſt Opportunity of 
ſhewing thoſe Advantages which you re- 
ceived from the Education given you by 
my Uncle. If you agree to my Propo- 
ſals, you will double your Fortune imme- 


diately ; you will be loved, eſteemed, and 4 
careſſed by every one. Permit me to * 
place you in a Condition that will leave 
you at Liberty to diſpoſe of yourſelf in 
uny Manner you may think proper. If 4 

: you | 
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you' will conſent to engage yourſelf to 


the Opera, as I flatter myſelf you will, and 


which you may do whenever you pleaſe, 
for I have already enſured to you a Re- 
ception, I will take Lodgings for you, and 
furniſh them in an elegant Manner; and! 
all I defire in Return is, that you will 


allow me to love you. 

Here he ceaſed, and ſeemed to wait for 
a Reply to what he had been ſaying. My 
Eyes were fixed on the Ground, inſo- 
much, that I knew not that he expected 
any Anſwer; and taking the Advantage 
of his Silence, I got up with an Intention 
to withdraw. Can you then, faid he, re- 
ſolve to leave me in this Suſpence ? Con- 
ſider, Madam, a Procedure of ſuch a kind 
is a Mark of the utmoſt Contempt. Well, 
Sir, anſwered I, almoſt drowned in Tears, 


what would you have me fay to you ? and 
D 4 


how 
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how can I reply to a Converſation which 


I am fo little prepared for? You pro- 
pole that I ſhould engage myſelf to the 
Opera; the Meaning of this Propoſal 1 
do not fully comprehend ; all I know is, 
that when you mentioned it Yeſterday, 
my Lady deſired you would not ſpeak of 
it any more. Notwithſtanding the great 
Advantages that you pretend will accrue 
to me, yet I cannot but fay, that I am 
greatly terrify'd at what I have heard, 
more eſpecially as your Converſation is of 
ſo different a Nature from what I ever 
heard from the Colonel; nay, on the con- 
trary, he has frequently told me that thefe 
ſeeming Advantages are oftentimes of the 
moſt dangerous Tendency. Your Diſ- 
courſe is ſo very different to what I have 
been accuſtomed to hear, that I think you 
need not be ſurpriſed at my having any 
A pprehenſions. 
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Be aſſured, Madam, anſwered Sir Tho- 
mas, pretty ſternly, that the Colonel had 
ſome Deſign when he talk'd to you in that 
manner. The good Man was advanced 
in Years, and you was too young to ad- 
mit of a full Explanation of his Intentions, 
but believe me, had he lived, he would 
ſoon have altered his Tone. The Colo- 
nel was no Fool; he wanted to gain you 
by his Kindneſs; and he was not ſuch a 
Dupe as to loſe the Products of it, when 
he had once laid the Snare. What is it 
you are ſaying, Sir, ſaid I ? a good deal 
ſhock'd at what I had heard. Well, Miſs 
Polly, ſaid he, J cannot think you ſuch a 
Novice as you would fain appear; and if 
you would but be ſincere -] did not ſtay 
to hear any thing farther, but haflily 
quitted the Room, and went and locked. 
mylelf up in my Cloſer, 


D 5; I had 
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I had never bcen in ſuch a Situation 
before I trembled, and was not myſelf 
for ſome time. Oh, thou ungrateful 
Monſter, ſaid I, is it thus that thou pre- 
ſumeſt to traduce ſo worthy an Uncle, 
and unfortunate Girl, who never expect- 
ed to be put to the Bluſh on account of 
a Friendſhip which ſhe has the greateſt 
Reaſon in the World to glory in? I then 


remained abſolutely immoveable ; when 


ſoon after caſting my Eyes ſuddenly on 


every Thing that ſurrounded me, and 
perceiving nothing but what proceeded 
from the Coloncl's Generoſity, Fatah 


Gifts! cry'd I; what melancholy Reflec- 


tionswill you continually furniſh me with ? 


and why was I doomed to the Neceſſity of 


receiving them? Why did the Colonel 
carry his Compaſſion lo far as to ſave my 
Lite? Why was not he as cruel to me 
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tion . 
el © as my Parents were ? In ſhort, it is im- 
6 | ; poſſible to deſcribe the Situation of my 
Mind. — In a Word, I was totally over- 
T: ' whelmed with Grief. The Reflections 
50 abovementioned, and a thouſand others of 
35 the ſame Nature, employ'd my Thoughts 
"= the whole Night without permitting me 
* to get a Wink of Sleep. 
i ; In the Morning the Miſtreſs of the 
od 4 Houſe where I boarded, came into my 
* 4 Room, and found me fo exceeding weak 
-3 and low, that ſhe adviſed me to continue 
in Bed. She ſent me up ſome Broth, 
T | 7 which when I had ſwallow'd, I deſired not 
jo 4 to be diſturbed. I mult infallibly have 
af 1 ſunk under the Diſorder occaſioned by 
* F the Alteration which fo bad a Night had 
produced in my Health, it the Strength 
i of my Conſtitution, a with my 


Youth, had not ſupported me, I funk at 
32} 6 laſt 
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laſt intoa friendly Sleep, which was ſome 
time after interrupted, by their coming 
to tell me, that Mrs. Duncombe was be- 
law, and deſired to ſpeak with me. I did 
not heſitate a Moment what to do, but 
dreſſed myſelf immediately, and ran into 
the Parlour, She was quite frightened 
at ſeeing me look ſo pale. Have you 
heard any thing of Lady Drake, my dear 
Mother? ſaid I ; (for ſo I. always called 
Mrs. Duncombe.) Thave juſt had a Meſ- 
fage from her, reply'd the, and you ſhall 
ſee it. She then gave me a Letter, which 
I read with ſome Precipitation ; the Con- 
tents of which were as follows: 

% do not know, my dear Duncombe, 
what has paſſed between Polly and my 
Huſband, I only know that he has ſeen 
her, and has ſince come into my Apart- 
ment, and forhid me ever ſecing the poor 


Gul again.“ 
Heavens,. 
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Heavens, cry'd I, I am utterly ruined ! 
then picked up the fatal Letter whick 


had fallen from my Hands ; and being 


at length overcome by Mrs. Duncombe's 
Sollicitations, I went on, and read as 


follows. 


« know not what Sir Thomas meant, 
but he told me that the Colonebs Credi- 
tors intended to- ſeize great Part of his 
Effects; but this, however, I cannot be- 
lieve to be true. Go, I beſeech you, and 
aſſure Polly, that Twill never forſake her, 
and that therefore ſhe need not be under 
the leaſt Uneaſineſs. I will make far- 
ther Inquiry into this Matter, and not- 
withſtanding Sir Thomas's. Prohibition, 
will endeavour to. ſee her very ſoon. 
Try to find out the Subject of the Con- 
verſation between her and my Huſband. 
Lou know him but too well, Duncombe, 


and 
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and may probably ſuſpect of what kind 
it was. Tell her that ſhe need not be 
under any Apprehenſions; and aſſure her 
that I will love her for ever.” 

Oh, my dear Mother, ſaid I, as ſoon as 
J had read the Letter, you have reſtored 
me to Life. Let them deprive me, if they 
pleaſe, of all the Favours of my dear 
Maſter ; I ſhall not regret them in the 
leaſt, ſince Lady Drake is pleaſed to con- 
tinue. to me her Friendſhip, 


Mrs. Duncombe found no great Difficulty 
to convince me of the Truth of her Pro- 
feſſions, as I had very evident Proofs of 
it; but (hill I was alarmed with Appre- 
henſions of What I was to ſuffer from Sir 
Thomas. I was not at all ſcrupulous in ac- 
quainting her with the baſe Propoſals that 
he had made me; but what affects me 


moſt deeply is, added I, that he has been 
ſo 
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ſo ungrateful as to attack the Memory of 
his Uncle, who was fo worthy and valua- 
ble a Man, and even has preſumed to in- 
ſinvate Suſpicions of myſelf, This is au 
Injury which overpowers me, and which 
I ſhall never be able to ſupport. 


Mrs. Duncombe endeayoured to comfort 
me as well as ſhe was able, and to reaſon 
me out of Apprehenſions of any Dan- 
ger that might reſult from Calumny ill 
grounded; aſſuring me, that the Colo- 
ncl's Character was too well known to the 
World, to render all Sir Thomas's At- 
tempts to blaſt it ineffectual. As to any 
Apprehenſions that you may have of 
him, ſaid ſhe, you would be much eaſier 
upon that Head, if you knew Sir Thomas 
a little better. Ile is the moſt inconſtant 
Creature that ever breathed, and the leaſt 


ſuſceptible of Love. He has mentioned 


the 
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the Opera to you, becauſe there he is 
properly in his Element, it is there he ge- 
nerally keeps ſome Girl that belongs to it, 
and where there is to be ſeen a perpetual 
Succeſſion of Miſtreſſes. He appears to 
be in Love with them all, but in Reality 
values none. He is ſo accuſtomed to meet 
with no Reſiſtance, that when the leaſt 
Difficulty is thrown in his Way, he gives 
over the Purſuit immediately. My dear 
Mother, ſaid I, how you have relieved me 
from my Anxiety ! I ſhould have funk 
under the Weight of my Misfortunes, if 
it had not been for you. Go then to my 
Lady, and quiet her Uneaſineſs in the 
fame manner that you have mine. Fare- 
wel; I am impatient for you to ſee her 
and relieve her from her Trouble. Mrs. 
Duncombe left me, and I returned to my 
Apartment quite comforted and in Spirits. 


This 
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This Information made ſo viſible an Al- 
teration in my Health, that the whole 
Houſe congratulated me upon it; and to 
add to my Joy, I had the Happineſs of 
leeing Lady Drake the following Evening. 
had been alittle uncaſy at not having heard 
from her, but her Preſence abundantly 
compenſated me for my Anxiety. I paſs 
over the ſeveral Compliments and Aſſu- 
rances of the Continuance of her Eſteem 
that ſhe gave me, and think it ſufficient to 
inform the Reader, that ſhe had been and 
ſpoke with the Colonel's pretended Cre- 
ditors; that Lord S— (a Perſon who, as 
Sir Thomas ſaid, lent the Colonel Money) 
was ſurpriſed to hear of it; that he pro- 
teſted he had never lent him a Shilling: 
and that he verily believed he did not owe 
one in the World at his Deceaſe. She 
added, that Lord S— expreſſed a great 

Deſire. 
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Deſire of ſeeing me, and had aſked her 
to bring him along with her. The Co- 
lonel, it ſeems, had frequently ſpoke to 
him concerning me; and I remember 
having ſeen him at his Houſe when I was 
very young. 

The Reader may eaſily conceive the 
Gratitude which I both felt and exprefſed 
to my Lady for her Goodneſs , but as an 
Allay however, to my Happineſs, I was 
informed that it would be ſome time be- 
fore The ' ſhould be able to fre me again, 
for fear her Hulband ſhoold take Offence. 
Accordingly, feveral Days paſſed without 
my hearing from her; however, my Reflec- 
tions ſerved in ſome meaſure to compen- 
ſate for this temporary Loſs. The free 
und tender Friendſhip of fo valuable 
a" Perſon, delighted me fo exceedingly, 
that it ſcarcely left me room for thinking 
* on 
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on my Misfortunes; and indeed, my 
pleaſing Ideas were recalled to me ſoon 
after by a Viſit which Mr. Duncombe made 
me. 1 imagined that he brought me ſome 
News from my Lady ; and in this Hope 
I eagerly ſnatch'd the Letter which he 
held out to me; when having opened it, 
I perceived that it was wrote in a Hand 
which I thought was Sir Thomas's. This 
Letter then, ſaid I, does not come from 
my Lady? No, Mails, ſaid Duncombe, in 
a good deal of Confulion, it comes from 
Str Thomas, but I beg you would read it, 
for I am ordered to wait for an Anſwer to 


it. Go, ſaid], throwing the Letter upon 


the Table with Indignation, without read- 
ing, go and carry it back again, and aſſure 
Sir Thomas, that I have not read a ſingle 
Syllable of it; and that this is all the An- 


wer which he ſhall have from me. But 
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is it poſſible that you can ſtoop to ſo baſe 
an Employment? Is this the Care that 
the Colonel on his Death- bed deſired you 
to take of me? Duncombe was ſilent ſome 
time, but finding himſelf cloſe preſſed for 
an Anſwer, Madam, ſaid he, I never 
thought that I ſhould either diſobey the 
late Colonel's Orders, or diſpleaſe you, by 
bringing you this Letter from my Maſ- 
ter's Nephew : The Colonel, it is true, 
deſired me to take care of you ; and I am 
always ready ſo to do, with the ſame Aſſi- 
duity as if you were my own Child. Sir 
Thomas ordered me to give you this Let- 
ter; I am wholly ignorant of any Reaſons 


that you may have for not receiving it; 


and I knew not that I ſhould offend you 


dy complying with the Commands of one 
whom I ſhall always look on as my Maſ- 


ter, and who has appeared to me to be 


very 
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very well diſpoſed towards you. Alas, 
Mr. Duncombe, ſaid I, (being willing to 
believe him innocent) I beg Pardon for 
ſuſpecting you of being in Confederacy 
with Sir Thomas to ſeduce me. If you 
knew the Propoſals that he has made, 
you would not be ſo ſurpriſed at the In- 
dignation which I expreſſed towards his 
Letter. He has not then made you the 
Confidant of his baſe Offers? I know 
nothing of the Matter, reply'd Duncombe, 
with a Coniuſion which appeared to me 
to be very ſuſpicious. Sir Thomas has not 
imparted his Deſigns to me; but by what 
can gather from his Diſcourſe, he ſeems 
to have your Happineſs only in View. 
This is all that he ordered me to ſay to 
you; and the Letter which he has wrote, 
will undoubtedly let you know----I would 
not hear any more. Go, ſaid I, you have 

told 
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told me much more than I deſired ; take 
the Letter, and carry it back again to 
Sir Thomas, and do not come for the fu- 
ture upon any ſuch Errands, if you ex- 
pect to ſee me any more. Duncombe up- 
on this, took his Leave, ſaying at the 
fame time, in a pretty loud Voice, that he 
would leave Sir Thomas's Letter, and not 
take upon him to carry it back again ; 
and indeed, upon my going immediately 
after into. the Parlour, I found the Let- 
ter upon the Table. I then felt an In- 
dignation againſt Duncombe, that it is im- 
poſſible fully: to expreſs ; and conſidered 
him from that Moment as my moſt bit- 
ter Enemy. I took up the fatal Letter, 
and ran with it to my Room, deſigning 
to fend it immediately to Lady Drake, 
Were I to ſay I did not read it, I ſhould 


expect not to be believed. I own then, that 
| either 
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either through mere Curioſity, or ſome. 
other Cauſe, I thought it moſt adviſcable 
to read it, eſpecially as I had opened it, 
and was alone, having no one to reproach 
me for an Act which my other Reflecti- 
ons ſufficiently juſtify'd. The Contents 
were, as well as I remember, (for they 
made a deep Impreſſion on me at the 
Time) as follows. | 
e doubt not, Miſs, that ſince I ſaw you 
{ laſt, you have conſidered the Propofals 
that I made you. It would be very ex- 
traordinary, if you were ta prefer the dull 
inſipid Life that you lead at preſent, tothat 
which my Care and Tenderneſs can with 
ſo much Certainty procure for you; for it 
is in vain any longer to conceal the Truth, 
namely, that-I am in love with you, The 
only Favour I have to beg of you is, that 
you would be pleaſed only to try for a 
Fortnight 
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Fortnight the Condition I would place 
you in, and the innocent Pleaſure that 1 


am perſuaded you will find in it. I have | 
already told you that you ſhall be alto- iſ 
gether your own Miſtreſs ; and I do now i 


again aſſure you, that I will bring you 
back again to your Lodgings, if it ſhould 
happen that you take no Delight in 
what, if you will take my Word for it, will 
conſtitute the Happineſs of your Life.” 
The Letter was filled with a Number 
of artful Infinuations calculated to ſeduce 
and corrupt me. But what gave me the 
greateſt Concern of all, was the End of 
the Letter. After having endeavoured 
to gain my Conſent in Favour of the 
Meaſures which he ſaid he had already 
taken, he ended his long Letter by 
threatening me; ſaying, that if I perſiſt- 
ed in refuſing his kind Offers, I muſt not 
| F be 
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be ſurpriſed, if he prevented his Lady's 
having any farther Intercourle with me. 

This Threat made me tremble ;, and 
reflecting on the Deſign that I had of 
ſending my Lady the Letter, I was ap- 
prehenſive that it might have more In- 
fluence upon her than her Huſband's 
Prohibition. This, however, does not 
ſignify, ſaid I to myſelf. I owe this 
Faithfulneſs to her; ſhe ſhall never have 
it in her Power to reproach me for having 
concealed Sir Thomas's Liking for me. 
And accordingly, I determin'd to incloſe 
her Huſband's Letter in one of my own 
to her. The Contents of mine were as 
follows. 

„Madam, I thought it my Duty to 
ſend you, by the firſt Opportunity, a Let- 
ter which I have received from Sir Tho- 


mas. I opencd it, as thinking that it came 
Vor. I. E from 
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from you; it was convey'd to me by 
Duncombe. 1 ſhould inform you of the 
Motive that induced me to read it, after 
knowing its Author, did not my Misfor- 
tortunes and Sir Thomas's Cruelty, deprive 
me of the only remaining Comfort that 
I had; this was the only Loſs that was ca- 
pable of affecting me.“ 

I ſent this by a Meſſenger, whom I de- 
ſired to deliver it into my Lady's own 
Hands. It was done ; and the Anſwer 
that was brought back, was as follows. 

Be of good Chear, my dear Child, no- 
thing ſhall ever hinder either my loving, 
or even viſiting you. I am obliged to 
go out with my Brother, which hinders 
me from ſaying ſo much as I other iſe 
would ; however, I beg of you not to 
torment yourſelf with Apprehenſions that 
are wholly imaginary ; for be aſſured, 
| that 
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that I will ever remain your ſincere 
Friend.” 

The lighteſt Aſſurance of Lady Drake's 
Eſteem, was capable of compoſing me; 
but ſuch tender Aſſurances as that Letter 
contained, could not fail of producing 
the intended Effect, nor was it long be- 
fore I expericnced how infallible a Re- 
medy her Goodneſs was againſt any Un- 
eaſineſs that might otherwiſe torment and 
diſtreſs me. Within three Hours after 
the receipt of the Letter, I was told, 
that ſhe was waiting below Stairs to ſpeak 
with me. I went down immediately; and 
after we had exchanged the uſual Com- 
pliments, Really, Madam, ſaid I, I did 
not expect this I'avour ſo ſoon; and when 
I was firſt told that you were below, as 
you had wrote me Word that you were 


going out with your Brother, I thought 
E 2 that 
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that I ſhould have found him here as well 


as yourſelf. You are then deſirous of 


ſeeing him ? ſaid my Lady. Yes, Ma- 


dam, ſaid I, very freely, I am; I know very ; 


well that he was a great Favourite of my 


late worthy Benefactor, the Colonel; and [ 


I muſt own to you, that I eſteem him, 


although I have not yet cen him. If 


that is the Caſe, ſaid my Lady, raiſing 
her Voice, make your Appcarance, Mr. 
Drake, and thank Mils for the favourable 
Opinion ſhe has conceived of you. Upon 
this, Mr. Drake came in. I was ſo con— 
fuſed on account of what J had ſaid to her 
Ladyſhip concerning him, that I did not 
perceive he was as much out of Counte- 
nance as myſelf. My Lady, who had an 
Opportunity of obſerving us both, fell u 
laughing. Well, Brother, ſaid ſhe to him, 
have you no Reply to make to what the 

young 


The Fox TUN ATE DiscoveRY. 77 


young Lady has been ſaying of you ? 
Excuſe me, Madam, ſaid Mr. Drake, in 
a very fearful Voice, I heard what the 
Lady was pleaſed to ſay; and though I 
am indebted only to the Memory of my 
good Uncle, forthe favourable Sentiments 
which ſhe entertains of me; yet I am not 
at all the leſs obliged to her for them. 
And as to you, my dear Polly, ſaid my 
Lady, do you know that you are to the 
full as much embarraſſed as my Brother ? 
I beg your Pardon, Madam, ſaid I, you 
have deceived me; I did not imagine that 
Mr. Drake was within hearing when 1 
ſpoke to you ; if I had, I ſhould have 
been rather more upon the Reſerve than 
I was. You are very odd People, both 
of you; I mean, replied my Lady, you 
are in as much Confuſion, as if there was 
ſomething of the utmoſt Conſequence de- 


E 3 pending. 
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pending. My Brother ſhall be my Con- 


fidant; he knows the little Squabbles 
that I have had with my Huſband upon 
your Account, he muſt now and then pay 
you a Viſit in my ſtead, muit bring my 
Letters to you, and carry back your An- 
ſwers; and I fancy that he will not be 
ſorry at having this Opportunity of oblig- 
ing us both. No indeed, ſhall I not, re- 
ply'd the young Gentleman, I am only 
ſorry that my Brother ſhould thus render 
my Service in this Matter ſo abſolutely 
neceſſary, You ſee, ſaid my Lady, that 
this young Man is of a good Diſpoſition ; 
you muſt love him, and give him good 
Advice. He has not had many Oppor- 
tunities of Improvement in the Country, 
but he is very tractable ; and I doubt not 


but he will approve himſelf worthy of 
your Friendſhip. Mr. Drake aſſiſted me 


Il 
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in concealing the Confuſion I was in, by 


the Livelineſs with which he made An- 
ſwer to his Siſter. I was fo ſurpriſed at 
ſceing him at a Time when I leaſt of all 
expected him, that it was with the utmoſt 
Difficulty I was able to recollect my- 
ſelf. I was reſolved, however, to ſay ſome- 
what; as ſoon, therefore, as he had aſ- 
ſured his Siſter of the Readineſs with 
which he would always follow my Ad- 
vice, I thought it time to begin. Madam, 
ſaid I, it is your Example and Advice, that 
will be of the moſt Uſe to the young Gen- 
tleman, he is in too good Hands already 
for him to think of applying any where 
elle for Inſtruction. This is the beſt Ad- 
vice that it is in my Power to give him; 
and indeed, it is the only one that I can 
I ſhall follow 
your Advice very willingly, interrupted 

E 4 Mr. 


ever prevail on myſelf. 
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ſo natural and agreeable to him. I could 
not conceive why I was tired with this 
Converſation; and yet I endeavoured to 
put an End to it, by ſpeaking to my La- 
dy of the Conſtancy of her Huſband in 
perſecuting me, of the Apprechenſions I 
was under from his Threatenings, not- 
withitanding the Aſſurances which ſhe 
had been pleaſed to give me, and which 
ſhe renewed in a manner very well calcu- 
lated to reſtore my Mind to its former 


Tranquility. She adviſed me, in caſe Sir 


Thomas ſhould again ſollicit rae, either by 
himſelf or his Emiſſaries, to conſent to his 
Propoſals, to tell him either by Word of 
Mouth, or by Letter, that I had reſolved 
to retire into the Country, and live by 
myſelf. My dear Siſter, ſaid Mr. Drake, 
this is only to make Sir Thomas believe, 


and 


Mr. Drake, with that Vivacity which was 
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and give over the Purſuit, is it not? Tt 
is, Brother, ſaid ſhe ; but ſhould you be 
ſorry were there any Probability of the 
Reſolution's taking Place? Undoubtedly, 
reply'd he, it would be a thouſand Pities. 
I could not help laughing at this Sally; 
however, at laſt, recollecting myſelf, I 
told him, as it was the only Situation 
that would become me, I ſaw no Reaſon 
why I ſhould not very readily give into it. 
It can never be, he reply'd, you were never 
deſigned for ſo wretched a Solitude. My 
Lady laugh'd in her turn; and then getting 
up to go, ſaid, as ſhe went out, Fare- 
wel, my dear Polly, you ſee how fooliſh my 
Brother is, you muſt undertake to make 
him wiſer. Mr. Drake remonſtrated, that 
it was not late, but in vain, for my 
Lady took hold of him, and led him out 
of the Parlour, I ſtaid in the Room ſome 

E 3 Time, 
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Time, contrary to my uſual Cuſtom, as if 


J were able to follow them with my Eyes, 
and was ſurpriſed to find myſelf in this 
Situation. 


How happy, ſaid I to myſelf, is Mr. 
Drake in having ſuch a Siſter ! He mult 
be very unfortunate indeed, if, with ſo 
great an Advantage on his Side, he does 
not turn out a very accompliſhed Gentle- 
man: But what am I ſaying, reſumed I, 
one may plainly diſcover in him a moſt 
excellent Diſpoſition. He has a benevo- 
lent Heart, and a lively Underſtanding. 
As to his Perſon, it is unexceptionable. 
Why had not the Colonel the Satisfaction 


of ſeeing him? He would have loved him, 


if poſſible, more than cver; nor am I at 
all ſurpriſed at my Lady's Eſteem for him. 
Theſe were my Reflections while I was 
going to my Apartment, and for ſome 


Time 
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Time afterwards. I was then wholly 1g- 
norant of the Poiſon that lay concealed 
under ſuch flattering Ideas.. I was not, 
therefore, in the leaſt afraid of indulging 
them; inſomuch that, far from reproach- 
ing myſelf for having had Mr. Drake too 
much in my T ughts, I gave myſelf up 
to them with a ſecret Satisfaction, and 
this Satisfaction J conſidered as the Effect 


which Innocence and Virtue ought jointly 


to produce in untainted Minds. 


Two whole Days were elapſed ſince I 
heard from my Lady ; and I was rather 
the more impatient, becauſe I imagined. 
that her Brother would always accompany: 
her in her Viſits, While I was employ'd. 
in theſe Reflections, Word was brought 


me that my Muſic-maſter was below. I 
went down in the ſame Undreſs in which 


he had been accuſtomed to ſee me, but 
E 6 was 


84 The Fog Tux ATE Discovery. 

was extremely ſurpriſcd to find a Perſon 
in the Parlour, to whom I was wholly a 
Stranger, It was a Man of the ſame Size 


with my Maſter, and of great Complai- 
ſance. He paid me ſeveral Compliments, 


which embarraſſed me as much as the 
unexpected Sight of hir had; but at 
length, having told me that he came in- 


ſtead of my Maſter, who was out of Or- 

der, and whom indeed, I had not ſeen for 
| ſeveral Days paſt, I ſat myſelf down to 
my Spinnet, and began to ſing one of 
my old Songs. I had ſcarce began, when 
the Gentleman ſaid, You have a moſt ad- 
mirable Voice, Madam, but I ſhould be 
glad to hear you ſing ſome -Part of an 
Opera : As for inſtance, I ſhould like to 
hear how you would go through one of 
the Scenes; and though ] have no Voice 
myſelf, yet I will bear my Part, I had 


got 
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got one of the neweſt Operas, which I 
placed before me. We ſung two of the 
moſt tender Scenes; and though I can- 
not ſay much for his Voice, yet his Taſte 
and Manner were extremely good. He 
ſeemed mightily pleaſed with my Per- 
formance ; and then neglecting to con- 
tinue his Leſſon, after ſome little Con- 
verſation, he aſked me whether I really 
deſigned to engage myſelf to the Opera? 
I, Sir? ſaid I to him. No, I aſſure you; 
I intend no ſuch Matter. Is it poſlible 
that my Muſic-maſter can have formed 
any ſuch Opinion of me? No, Madam, 
reply'd he, it was pot your Muſic-maſter 
that has ſpoken to me about you, nor in- 
deed was it for him that I came, I muſt 
do him that Juſtice. Sir Thomas Drake 
is the Perſon that both ſent me hither, 
and inſiſted on my hearing you. I be- 

ſeech 
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ſeech you, Sir, reply'd I, do not believe 
any thing that he has ſaid. Madam, re- 
ſumed he, interrupting me, I begin by 
aſking Pardon for the Liberty that I have 
taken; I ſee Sir Thomas is deceived, and 


has deceived me. No; fo far from en- 


gaging you to enter into a Way of Life 


ſo unſuitable to your Inclinations, I ſhould 
be the firſt to diſſuade you from it; and I 


aſſure you, Sir Thomas ſhall have no great 
Reaſon to boaſt of the Error he has made 
me guilty of.. I was thanking the Gen- 
tleman for what he had been ſaying, when 
Lady Drake came into. the Parlour. I 
will not detain you a great while, my dear 
Polly, ſaid ſhe, addrefling herſelf to me; 
then perceiving that I had ſomebody with 
me, What, Mr. H----- are you come 
too to take away my Girl from me ? No, 
Madam, reply'd he with all imaginable 

| Com- 
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Complaiſance, I am come to her Aſſiſtance. 
Miſs knows what I have juſt been ſaying 
to her. Sir Thomas has impoled upon me, 
but it was not for any conſiderable length 
of Time; as ſoon as I faw this young La- 
dy, I plainly perceived that ſhe was much 
ſuperior to any thing that we could ever 
expect. Do you then, Sir, replied my 
Lady, contribute your Endeavours to- 
wards putting an End to a Perſecution 
which can have no other Effect but the 


tormenting this poor Child. I know her 
thoroughly, and am therefore aſſured, 


that all Sir Thomas's Attempts to ſeduce 
her, will be ineffectual. Madam, ſaid 
Mr. H----, as he was going, I am quite 
aſhamed at having been met here by you, 
but it ſhall not be for nothing. Sir Thomas 
ſhall hear of it, I aſſure you, and I ſhall 
at leaſt have had the Pleaſure of telling 

6 the 
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the young Lady, in your Preſence, that 
ſhe will ſhine upon a much more eminent 
and conſpicuous a Stage than ours. He 
then took his Leave. 

Well, Madam, faid I to my Lady, you 
ſee how continually Sir Thomas is perſe- 
cuting me. I am not ſorry, reply'd ſhe, 
for this little Accident, as I hope it will 
be the laſt of the Kind that you will ever 
meet with. Mr. H---- will be very ſorry 
at having been diſcovered here. by me, he 
will reproach my Huſband heartily for 
having expoſcd him in ſuch a Manner. 
However, my dear Child, I have not 
Time to ſay any thing farther on that 
Subject at preſent. I am going into the 
Country with Sir Thomas To-morrow, 
where we arc to ſtay a Week or ten Days. 
I have given my Brother Leave to come 


and ſee you once or twice during my Ab- 


. ſence. 


ſen 


Evi 


The FoxTunaTE DiscoveRy. 89 


ſence, I will write to him, and he will 


W be very glad to have an Opportunity and 


Excuſe for coming. I tell you freely, 
you have almoſt deprived him of his Un- 


N derſtanding; he has ſcarcely been himſelf 


ever ſince he ſaw you laſt. He is almoſt 
always talking of you; and would be 
willing to come to you every Day, if I 
would give him Leave. Duncombe has 
made me ſeveral Excuſes on Account of 
the Meſſage which he was in a manner, 
he ſays, obliged to bring to you ; and I 
flatter myſelf, that he will behave for the 
future more diſcreetly. Farewel ; I was 
willing to inform you of theſe ſeveral 
Particulars before my Deparfure. I had 
{ſcarce Time to expreſs my Gratitude to 
my Lady; who inſtantly took her Leave 
of me, and left me ſufficient Matter for 
freſh Reflections. 


Nothing 
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Nothing affected me ſo much as what 
ſhe had told me with reſpect to the young 
Mr. Drake. What, ſaid I to myſelf, he 
has thought of me juſt at the ſame Time 
that I was thinking of him. This Pro- 
ceeding juſtifies the Opinion I have ta- 
ken up ; I am certain he will never ad- 
vite me to engage myſelf to the Opera. 
I am forry that -my Lady did not bring 
him along with her; however, I am ſure 
that it will not be long before I ſhall ſee 
him. My Heart opened itſelf in theſe 
and the like Reflections, which ſucceed- 
ed each other by Turns, and which I in- 
dulged with the utmoſt Innocence, with- 
out knowing that I was all the while 
harbouring one of the moſt dangerous 
Paſſions. 

Two Days elapſed without my hearing 
any thing either from my Lady or her 


Brother 4 
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Brother; and then I muſt own I began 
to be very impatient ; great Part of the 
third Day was paſſed, and I was now de- 
ſpairing of ſeeing Mr. Drake during his 
Siſter's Abſence, when Word was brought 
me that a Perſon deſired to ſpeak with 
me in the Parlour. I thought I could 
not go down too ſoon, but I was aſtoniſh'd 
at finding myſelf agitated in a very ex- 
traordinary manner. I got down, how- 
ever, at laſt; and was in ſome Hopes 
that his Preſence would have revived me, 
but the Sight of him rather increaſed than 
diminiſhed the Concern I was under, 
which roſe to ſuch a Height, that it was 
with the utmoſt Difficulty I could ſpeak. 
Mr. Drake, who had appeared a few Days 
before ſo lively, ſeemed now to be as 
fearful, and as much embarraſſed as my- 
ſelf. Duncombe, who accompanied him, 

Was 


| 
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was obliged to explain the Nature of his 
Meſſage. He told me that Mr. Drake 
had got a Letter for me from my Lady. 
The young Gentleman was fo much diſ- 
concerted, that he let fall the Letter out 
of his Hand ; he picked it up again im- 
mediately; and as he gave it into my 
Hand, told me, that he had been ex- 
tremely concerned for my Health, during 
his Abſence. I returned him the Com- 
pliment, and thanked him for having 
been the Bearer of it himſelf. I was, no 
Doubt, in great Haſte to be acquainted 
with its Contents, but it was leſs thro' a 
Motive of Curioſity, than to conceal the 


| Diſorder I was in, that made me aſk his 


Leave to read it. I retired to the Win- 
dow for that Purpoſe ; but my Thoughts 
were ſo diſtracted, that I was forced to 


read it over ſeveral Times, in order to un- 


derſtand 
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derſtand its Contents. My Attention was 


very unequally divided between my Let- 
ter, and the Converſation that paſſed be- 
tween Duncombe and Mr. Drake. I heard 
the former reproach the latter for his Ti- 
midity and Embarraſſment. What, Sir, 
ſaid he, did you want ſo earneſtly to ſee 
the young Lady for, if, now you have 
that Opportunity, you wilfully neglect it, 
and do not ſay a Syllable ? I do not know 
what to ſay to her, reply'd Mr. Drake ? 
Why do not you do as my Siſter uſed, 
engage her in ſome Converſation, and 
that will give me Courage. Duncombe 
reply*d to this, that it was rather his Bu- 
ſineſs to begin the Converſation ; that it 
did not become a Servant to take that 
Liberty in his Preſence. And then added, 
What will you do then, when I leave you 
you alone? You know, Sir, that I have 


got 


94 The FoxTuxnaTz Discovery. 


got a Meſſage to go on for my Lady, 
I ſuppoſe you wall ſtand ſtock ſtill the 
whole Time. Oh, faid he, it is my In- 
tention to go along with you. 

Theſe laſt Words, which I did not pre- 
tend to have heard, put an End to my 
Reading, altho* I had not quite finiſhed 
my Letter. I went to the other End of 
the Room, and aſk'd Mr. Drake Pardon 
for having detained him ſo long. My 
coming up to him, together with my 
Apology, ſeemed rather to increaſe, than 
diminiſh his Confuſion. Duncombe took 
upon him again to Anſwer for Mr. Drake; 


and taking this Opportunity to make his 
Excuſes for what had happened with re- 


lation to his bringing the Letter from 
Sir Thomas, he aſſured me that he knew 


nothing at all of his Deſigns, and had 


not been in any Confederacy ; and that 
for 
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for the future, I ſhould be convinced of 
his Zeal and Attachment to my Service, 
I believed him, and aſſured him, that I 
ſhould not think any more of what had 
happened, though this pretended Attach- 
ment of his was afterwards the Cauſe of 
many bitter Misfortunes much more de- 
plorable than thoſe which he had made 
me ſuffer thro' his Imprudence. He then 
told Mr. Drake that he was going upon 
my Lady's Meſlage ; and that he would 
return very ſoon, and call for him; and 
adviſed him to be better Company than 
he had hitherto been. But perhaps, ſaid 
Mr. Drake, I ſhall be troubleſome to the 
Lady. Not at all, Sir, reply'd I, it is 
impoſſible for you to be troubleſome ; 
you will talk to me concerning your 
Siſter ; and that is a very favourite To- 


pic of Diſcourſe with me. Duncombeleft 


us 
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us together; and as if his Departure had 
deprived us both of the Power of Speak- 
"ing, we ſpent a good deal of Time only 
in trying ſometimes to prevent our Eyes 
meeting, and ſometimes to look at each 
other attentively. I was the firſt that 
broke this long Silence. My Lady, whom 
I mentioned but juſt before as a Subject 
of Converſation that gave me infinite Sa- 
tisfaction, never came into my Thoughts, 
I aſked Mr. Drake about his Exerciſes 
and Amuſements; to which he ſeemed 
to reply with much more Freedom than 
before. He entered into a Number of 
minute Deſcriptions, which I believe he 
gave no more Attention to than I did ; 


he ſpoke to me of the ſeveral Pleaſures 
which his Brother Sir Thomas had put 
him in the Way of ; and aſked, if I had 
been lately at the Play or the Opera. To 
| which 


h 
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which I anſwered, that I had never been 
there in my Life ; nay, that I thought it 
dangerous for one like me, who was ſo 
fully reſolved to lead a retired Life, to 
go to ſuch public Places, as they were 


very enſnaring, and might poſſibly di- 


vert me from my good Reſolution. But 
why, Madam, reply'd Mr. Drake, in a 
very dejected Tone of Voice, why are 
you reſolved to retire ? I underſtood 
from my Siſter,” that you was not in 
Earneſt when you talked of it. Indeed, 
Sir, ſaid I, I do not underſtand you: 
Why ſhould you be at all concerned at 
my retiring ? He ſaid, that the Regard 


he had for me, was the Reaſon. This 
Confeſſion drew on ſome others; in the 
Midſt of which in came Duncombe, who 
congratulated his Maſter on having found 


his Tongue; and aſked me whether I 
. F had 
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had any Anſwer to ſend back to my 
Lady ? 

Although I had but a very imperfect 
Idea of the Contents of her Letter, yet 


I immediately concluded, that it was not | 


at all neceſſary I ſhould give her any An- 


ſwer; and thus Mr. Drake's Viſit was at | 


an End: after which I perceived an Al- 


teration in myſelf, which I had not expe- 


rienced before. I felt a kind of Tran- 


quility ; the Cauſe of which was as little 
known to me as my Anxiety. I flattered 
myſelf, however, that the young Gentle- 
man was deeply enamoured of me ; and 
as this Reflection ſooth'd my Mind, I 
dwelt on it with great Satisfaction; and 
notwithſtanding the Foundation was a 
good deal too precarious to build any 
thing certain on; yet the Reader muſt con- 
ſider it was the Effect of a youthful Paſ- 


ſion, 
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ſion, which grew much too ſtrong for my 
Reaſon; forindeed, my Reaſon had not ſet 
itſelf to oppoſe any of my Inclinations as- 
yet. But whatever might be the Caſe, 
yet the Truth 1s, that I was pleaſed with 
the Thought. 


During Lady Drake's Abſence, Ireceived 
another Letter, which was convey'd to 
me by the ſame Hands that the laſt was. 
do not mention the Contents, hecauſe of 
little Conſequence to my Story. My Lady 
informed me indeed, that her Huſband was 
going to buy a Company of Foot for her 
Brother, Mr. Drake, who delivered me 


this ſecond Letter, with full as much Ti- 


midity and Confuſion as the former, ex- 
pecting, I imagine, to find me leſs upon 
the Reſerve at this ſecond Interview; 
and, in Truth, Duncombe's Preſence ſeem'd 
to inſpire me with a greater Degree of 

F 2 Confi- 
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Confidence; but had quite the contrary | 
Effect on Mr. Drake. Our whole Con- 
verſation turned on the Obligations that 
J laid under both to my Lady and the N 
young Gentleman for the Trouble that 


he had taken. I wrote to my Lady im- 
mediately; and Mr. Drake having under- 
taken to ſend it to her, he left me ſeem- 
ingly more dejected than he had done 
the laſt Time I ſaw him; and I thought 
that I perceived him reproaching himſelf 
for not having ſaid all that he had a Mind 
to. This flattered my Hopes a little, but 
it was not long that I was ſuffered to en- 
joy this happy Tranquility. We were as 
yet too young to be able to conjecture 
rightly what paſſed within each other's 
Mind, and to avoid, either by Reaſon or 
Reflection, the Effects of a Paſſion which 
in all A ppcarance ſeemed likely to embit- 


ter 


P 4. & a 


PPP 
EE - V 4 < 3 x US. 1 , * ” a 


The Fox TUN ATE DISCOVERY., 101 


ter the reſt of our Lives, ſince it was not 
at all probable that it would be ever con- 
ducive to our mutual Happineſs. I con- 
tinued then my Reflections on what 1 


had to expect from the Diſcourſe, the 
Confuſion, and the Melancholy of young 


Mr. Drake, without being diſturbed by 
the Intruſion of the leaſt Uneaſineſs, con- 
fidering only the Hopes I had of enter- 
ing into a State of Life which was as 
virtuous and happy as it was lawful and 
innocent. I thought that the Suitable- 
neſs both of our Ages and Diſpoſitions 
were Reaſons that pleaded ſtrongly in my 
Favour ; and, indeed, I did not ſuffer 
myſelf to make the leaſt Doubt, but that 
it would take place. Prejudiced as I was, 


and partial to the fayourite Scheme that 


J had laid down for myſelf, I eaſily found 
out additional Motives, in Aid and Con- 
firmation of thoſe already mentioned. 


F 3 The 
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The next Morning Mr. Drake called 


upon me; and as ſoon as I ſaw that he 
was alone, I cannot but own that I was 
under ſome Apprehenſions. He ſeemed 
to me to be much diſordered and heated, 


inſomuch, that he was ſcarce able to ſpeak 


to me. At laſt, in a very low Tone of 


Voice, interrupted for want of Breath, he 
told me he had got another Letter from 
his Siſter to give me. Alas, Sir, ſaid J, 
I am afraid you are come to be the Mel- 
ſenger of ſome very ill News to me. No, 
Madam, I am not, ſaid he, but I beg you 
will excuſe my Abſence for the preſent; 
and upon this he was getting up to go 
away. What, Sir, ſaid J, ſtill more alarm- 


ed than before, are you reſolved to leave 
me in a State of ſuch miſerable Anxiety? 


Are you afraid then of entruſting me 
with my Lady's Letter? My dear Sir, 
{aid 


bo 
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ſaid I, for that Appellation eſcaped me 
even in Spite of myſelf, be pleaſed to re- 
lieve me from my preſent Anxiety ; give 
me the fatal Letter, even tho' it ſhould 
contain an Account of the moſt dreadful 
Misfortunes. Mr. Drake was foftened by 
my Intreaties, which were accompanied 
by my Tears. Well, Madam, ſaid he, 
ſince you inſiſt upon it, you muſt have 
it, but it will expoſe me to your Diſple a- 
ſure : There is the Letter; but you muſt 
give me Leave to withdraw; and indeed, 
J cannot ſtay any longer without giving 
Duncombe room to ſuſpect that ſomething 
more than ordinary has happened; and I 
had ſcarce got the Letter into my Hands 
before he was gone out of the Room. 

I did not give myſelf Time to reflect, 
fince I was too impatient to be acquaint- 
ed with the Contents of a Letter, which 


F 4 had 


104 The FoxTunaTE Discovery. 


had been given me in a manner ſo very 
extraordinary and alarming. I opened 
it immediately, and had ſcarce caſt my 
Eyes on it, but I perceived that I was not 
at all acquainted with the Hand-writing. 
Alas, ſaid I to myſelf, this Letter does 
not come from my Lady; ſhe is undoubt- 
edly fallen ſick, perhaps in Danger; and 
then I ſhall never ſee her any more. I 
held the Letter all this while in my Hands, 
and wetted it with my Tears. Having 
recovered myſelf a little from my Appre- 
henſions, I determined to relieve myſelf 
from a Suſpence which was as inſupport- 
able to me while it laſted, as all thoſe 
Evils that I ſo dreaded could have been, 
had they really come to paſs. I reſolved 
therefore, to read my Letter, and have 
here ſet it down at full length, wihout in- 
termixing the Reflections with which my 
reading 


. Wa 


The Fox TUNATE DiSCOVERY. 105 
reading of it was contmually interrupted. 
doubt not but the Reader will, from the 
Deſcription I have heretofore given of 
myſelf, eaſily imagine the ſeveral different 


Impreſſions that it made on me. The 
Contents of it were as follows, 


Madam, 

Forgive me, if I have made Uſe of 
the Permiſſion granted me by my Siſter, 
of bearing her Letters, to convey the fol- 
lowing one. Since the firſt Time that I 
ſaw you, I have not been myſelf; I think 
of you alone; I would fain be always in 
your Company, and be telling you what 
I think and feel for you, but as ſoon as I 
come into your Preſence, I forget my for- 
mer Thoughts, and have ſcarce any thing 
left to ſay. This you might have moſt eaft- 
ly perceived at my laſt Viſit to you. It-is 

F 5 true, 
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true, that Duncombe hindered me from i 
being ſo open as I ſhould otherwiſe have 
been; I have therefore determined to } 
give him the Slip as ſoon as I can, in or- N 
der to pay you a Viſit by myſelf. And N 
even then I know not whether I ſhall be 2 
able to ſay what I would fain have you | | 
fully comprehend, I mean the Greatneſs of 
my Affection for you; and I have made | 
Choice of this Method of conveying to 
you my Sentiments, that you may, if you 
think proper, follow my Example, and 
give me ſome Room to hope: Indeed, 


I think I have ſome Title to your Eſteem, 


inaſmuch as I love you even much more 


than I do my Siſter ; and then I need not 


tell you the Degree of my Affection. I 
thought I had a thouſand other Things 


to ſay to you, but I am ſo much diſtract- 


ed at preſent, that I cannot ſufficiently re- 


collect 
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collect myſelf. I ſhall not, however, for- 
get that you are the moſt lovely Creature 
I ever beheld ; and that I eſteem you 
above every other earthly Being. 


I am, Madam, 
Your ſincere and affectionate Admirer, 


J. Drake.” 


Could Mr. Drake have prevailed on 
himſelf to have ſtaid till I had read the 
Letter, he would have had ſufficient Rea- 
ſon to have been very well ſatisfied with 
his Reception ; and indeed, I muſt own, 
that perhaps it might have been more 
agreeable than it would have become me 
to have given him, as his Letter had af- 
fected me with fo pleaſing a Hope, and 
ſuch a lively Gratitude, that I doubt not 
but my Heart would have overflowed' 
upon the Occaſion. 

F 6 I was 
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I was too unexperienced in the uſual 
Cuſtoms of the World to think that there 
could be now the leaſt Impediment to our 
Union. I was ſecure of my Lady's Friend- 
ſhip, and knew that ſhe had a great Re- 
gard for her Brother. I thought there- 
fore, that it would be ſufficient to ac- 
quaint her with the Affair, and that then 
ſhe would uſe her utmoſt Endeavours to 
contribute towards our Happineſs. I 
neyer ſo much as once thought that 
it was poſſible Sir Thomas might throw 


Difficulties in our Way. I forgot the 


Attachment that he had had to me, and 
Mr. Drake's Pretenſions appeared to me 
ſo. indiſputable, that I could never ima- 
gine that the leaſt Objection would be 
made to them. I did not dare to write 
to him, as he ſeemed in his Letter to in- 
timate ; but I comforted myſelf with the 
Reflection 
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Reflection that my Lady would be well 
pleaſed at my ſtaying for her Approba- 
tion, before I diſcovered my Sentiments 
to her Brother. I waited for his Return - 
with a good deal of Impatience; and as 


1 did not hear from him till the next 


Evening, it may eaſily be imagined that 
the Time appeared to me to be exceſſive- 
ly tedious. At length, Duncombe made 
his Appearance ; and I having inquired 
how the young Gentleman did, he in- 
formed me, that he had play'd at Tennis 
the Day before, and come home very much 
heated; that he believed he had had a lit- 
tle Fever in the Night, for he was a good 


deal diſturbed. But be not under any 
Concern, Madam, added he, he 1s a lit- 


tle altered indeed, but it will ſoon be over, 
I dare ſay he will be well enough to dine 
To-morrow with his Brother. Give my 

Compli- 


— 
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Compliments to him, ſaid I, and tell him, | 

that I am extremely ſorry for his Illneſs. | | 
I was in ſuch Haſte to ſee my Lady, 
that I deſired Duncombe to ſtay and take 
a Note with him for her, which I went 
and wrote immediately. After having 
congratulated her upon her ſafe Return, 
I was ſo imprudent as to tell her that I 
had ſomething very particular to ſay to 
her ; and that I defired to fee her on the 
Morrow. 

As ſoon as Duncombe was gone, I be- 
gan to think with myſelf, that I had 
brought Matters about very adroitly: 
that as Mr. Drake was to dine with his 
Siſter, it was very likely that ſhe would 
bring him along with her ; and that he 
would then have an Opportunity of ſee- 
ing in what Manner I mentioned it to 
my Lady, and would have great Reaſon 
to 
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to be ſatisfy'd with me. This Reflection 
comforted me a good deal, but it only 
laſted to the Time of -my Lady's coming 
to ſee me, which was early the next Morn- 
ing; a Time of Day in which I leaſt ex- 
pected that Favour. This diſconcerted 
all my Schemes; every Thing that I 
ſhould have foreſeen, every Thing that I 
ſhould have feared, preſented itſelf very 
confuſedly to my Imagination all at once. 
I was in ſhort, very much frightened at 


this Viſit, which but a little While before 
I had ſo earneſtly defired. I doubted 


within myſelf, whether I ought to impart 
Mr. Drake's Letter to her; and having 


5 got it about me, I was ſtrongly tempted 
1 to go and lock it up. I remained quite 
> undetermined what to do, and went into 
the Parlour very pale, and in much Dil- 
) order. I had abſolutely forgot at that 
: Inſtant, that I had told my Lady in the 


Letter 
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Letter which I had wrote her the Day 
before, that I had ſomewhat very parti- 


cular to ſay to her. I was wholly taken 
up in returning the Compliments that ſhe 


made me, and in calming her Uneaſineſs 
about the Confuſion in which I made my 
Appearance before her. Well, ſaid: ſhe, 
my Dear, you tell me you have ſome- 
thing to ſay to me; I ſuppoſe it relates 
to ſome freſh Attack of Sir Thomas's, and 
that I ſuppoſe is the Cauſe of your preſent 
Diſorder. It is very true, Madam, re- 
ply'd I, that I am a little difordered, but 
Sir Thomas, I aſſure you, is not the Cauſe 
of it. It is young Mr. Drake who has 
deceived me. You know, Madam, that 
you entruſted him with the Delivery of 
the Letters which you were {o good as to 
write to me; he has made uſe of this Per- 


miſſion to give me one from himſelf, and 
thinking 


Y 
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thinking it came from you, was the Rea- 
ſon of my opening it. This then, inter- 
rupted my Lady, is the Cauſe of your pre- 
ſent Uneaſineſs? What a ſilly Girl you are, 
Polly? Pray let us ſee what he has ſaid 
to you. I aſſure you, I am not in the 
leaſt diſpleaſed that you have made ſome 


| Impreſſion upon him; for I ſuppoſe it 


was not with an Intention to tell you he 
hates you that he ſat down to write. Oh 
no, Madam, ſaid I very innocently, giving 
her the Letter at the ſame time. She 
read 1t aloud, but could not forbear ſtop- 
ping ſeveral times to give Vent to her 
Laughter. As ſoon as ſhe came to that 
Part of it where he told me, that he loved 
me even better than his Siſter, ſhe put 
on a very ſerious Air. How is this, ſaid 
ſhe. What, does he love you better than 


me? Really, I ought to be jealous now, 
ſince 
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ſince you are going to take away the 
Affections of thoſe to whom I am not 
only related, but have an undoubted 
Title to their Regard. This is not well 
done of you, Polly; take your Choice; 
you mult leave me one; and I am ſure, 
you yourſelf will not chooſe my Huſband. 
No, indeed, Madam, ſaid I, I will not. 
She laugh'd at my Anſwer; and then told 
me, in a more ſerious Tone, Mr. Drake, 
I fee, thinks very juſtly, and has an ex- 
ceeding good Taſte, If he was richer 
than he is, and you had been bleſſed with 
thoſe Advantages of Fortune which 
you indiſputably deſerve, I ſhould think 
it very happy, if he thought of you a few 
Years hence in the ſanie Manner that he 
does now; but you muſt conſider, he is 
at preſent but a Child, he is barely turned 


of Seventeen. He has as yet ſeen nothing 
of 
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of Life ; and you know enough to be 
ſenſible that the Heart of ſo young a 
Man is very ſubject to change. How- 
ever, I cannot ſay, but I am extremely 
glad that he has expreſſed fo great a Liking 
for you ; and at which you ſeem to be 
oreatly alarmed. Nothing could happen 
for him more fortunately at his Entrance 
into Life, than the paying his Addreſſes 
to ſo wile and diſcreet a Perſon as your- 


ſelf. This ſudden and uſual Paſſion, I 


mean uſual to thoſe who are quite un- 
experienced in the World, will prevent 
his being expoſed to all thoſe Dangers, 
which otherwiſe, thro* his Youth or his 
Ignorance he would moſt probably have 
fallen into. Do not, therefore; be under 
any Concern at the Regard which he 
expreſſes for you; here is his Letter, but 
I defire you will not let him know that 

you 
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you have made me your Confidant, as 
this would diſtreſs me a good deal; 
and I ſhould be glad that he would in- 
form me of it himſelf. In the mean time, 
I recommend him to your Diſcretion. As 
it is no uſeleſs and inſignificant Tender- 
neſs that you are to beſtow on him, but 
the Sentiments of Honour and Virtue, 
which are ſo deeply rooted in your own 
Breaſt, you will not find it any great 
Difficulty to impart your Mind to him. 
You ſhould inſpire him with a Love for 
his Duty, and for Reputation ; and this 


is the Light in which I would have you 
conſider and inſtruct him. It is now high 


Time for me to go and call him, as I 
promiſed I would. Farewel, my Dear, I 
ſhall not tell him that I have ſeen you; 
and it will not be long before I either ſend 
him, or bring him myſelf, in order that 
he may reap the Benefit of your Advice. 
As 
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As ſoon as my Lady was gone, I re- 
flected on my Condition. I found all 
my Hopes vaniſhed in an Inſtant ; but I 
found at the ſame time, that my Heart 
was determined to behave in a different 
Manner from what my Lady propoſed it 
ſhould. Indeed, the Objections which 
ſhe had very artfully inſinuated, appear- 
ed to me abſolutely inſurmountable ; but 
the Deſpair which was occaſioned by my 
finding them ſuch, diſcovered to me at 
the ſame time, the true Situation of my 
Heart. I was ſenſible, but too late, of 
the Length which my Paſſion had carried 
me, and perceived, that Mr. Drake had 
inſpired me with a Regard for him, al- 
moſt as violent as that which he felt him- 
felt; and notwithſtanding all that my 
Lady had ſaid to me concerning the In- 
conſtancy of Men, yet I could never bring 

myſelf 
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myſclf to think that he would ever for- 


ſake me. 

In a few Days afterwards, my Lady 
came in with Mr. Drake; and tho' I was 
not at allin a Humour to be jeſted with, 
ſhe began the Converſation in a fort of 
Raillery which threw me into a good deal 
of Confuſion. My Dear, ſaid ſhe, I bring 
you a young Man whom you are hence- 
forward to conſider neither as a Child, or 
as my Brother, but as a Lover; and me 
you are, from this Day, to look on as a 
Confidant. Mr. Drake has diſcovered to 
me the Impreſſion which you have made 
upon him; but I was not willing to give 
any Antwer for you, {ince I did not know 
whether you would be pleaſed with his 
Addreſſes or not. He has ovned to me, 
that he has wrote to you ; and complains, 
that you did not vouchſafe him any An- 

3 ſwer. 
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ſwe. I told him, that the Reſerve which 
was ſuitable to your Sex, did not permit 
you to do it; but I promiſed him, that 
you ſhould ſoon come to an Explanation 
with cach other; and that in all Probabi- 
lity, he would be better pleaſed at know- 
ing from yourſelf his Doom, and whether 
he may hope in Time to become agree- 
able to you. 

I muſt own, that this Diſcourſe of my 
Lady's fired me with a kind of Indigna- 
tion againſt her, I tound that ſhe deceived 


her Brother, by making him hope that 


he might one Day or other deſerve a reci- 


procal Tenderneſs, which ſhe now looked 
upon only as affected and unfelt; but 
which in Reality, was a very ſerious Thing 
to me. I ſhould have been put to a Non- 
plus, if I had been obliged to make any 
Reply ; but ſhe herſelf relieved me from 


my 
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my Confuſion, by continuing her Diſ- 
courſe in the following Manner : I am 
going to make a few Viſits, Do not 


bluſh, my Dear, (which was indeed a 


neceſſary Caution) Mr. Drake will follow 
your Advice very readily—I will not in- 
terrupt you——lI will call again for my 
Brother, and hope to find him much 
more compoſed when I return. She went 
away immediately, without my having 


Time to ſay any thing to her. 


Scarce was ſhe got out, before my 
Tears would have Vent, without my be- 
ing able to ſtop them, or to ſay a Sy: 
ble. Mr. Drake was alarmed, and great- 
ly affected at the Condition in which he 
ſaw. me. What is the Reaſon, Madam, 
ſaid he, of your preſent Concern ? Has 
any 1 hing that my Siſter ſaid, diſpleaſed 


you? or am I the unhappy Cauſe of 
your 
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your weeping ? If the Declaration I have 
made offends you, forgive me, I beſeech 
you ; and at this I perceived the Tears 
ſtanding in his Eyes. Alas, Sir, ſaid I, 
more affected with his Situation than my 
own, do not give yourſelf any Uneaſi- 
neſs; I am not at all angry at any thing 
that you have ſaid to my Lady; for if ſhe 
permitted you to love me, I ſhould think 
her Conſent abſolutely neceſſary. Burt, 
come, Sir, continued I (with a Simplicity 
that can hardly be equalled, ſo wholly un- 
experienced was I in thoſe Matters) let 
us enter into an Engagement not to love 
each other any more, and then we will 


ſuffer my Lady to think juſt what ſhe 


pleaſes. Oh, ſaid Mr. Drake, I cannot 
enter into any ſuch Engagement, I Know. 
that I could not help retaining the fame 
Affection for you, even tho' I were to 


Vol. I. G promiſe 
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promiſe the Reverſe; and whenſoever, 
therefore, before my Siſter, I ſhould hear 
you approve my Paſſion, that very Decla- 
ration would mortify, as I ſhould be con- 
vinced that it was only feigned. But Sir, 
ſaid I, this Agreement would not prevent 
my conſidering you as my Friend. This 
I ſhall be ſatisfy'd with, reply'd he, pro- 
vided you add Wife to it. No, ſaid I, 
that is Impoſſible, that is the very Thing 
that I am averſe to; I ſhould like you 


much better, if Matrimony was not ta- 


ken into the Scheme, ſince then I could 


entertain the ſame Regard for you as I 
did for your Uncle the Colonel; and ſure- 
ly you would have no Reaſon to com- 
plain, if I liked you as well. You make 
no Reply to this, continued I; you ſeem 
melancholy : Tell me freely; ſhould you 
not be ſatisſied with ſuch a Portion of my 

6 | _ Efteem 
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Eſteem and Affection that the Colonel 
had? No, Madam, reply'd the young 
Gentleman ; and for this Reaſon, be- 
cauſe you would not love me in the De- 
gree that I do you. Your Friendſhip-for 
me would be ſomewhat like that which 
I feel for my Brother and Siſter; whereas 
mine is infinitely ſtronger. I would re- 
linquiſh them all with Pleaſure for your 
ſake; and it is in vain for me to ſeek for 
Comfort in them, when I am once for- 
ſaken by you. In ſhort, Madam, my Ima- 
gination preſents to my View a thouſand 
Pleaſures in your Company, which are 
not to be deſcribed. It offers only one 
certain Misfortune ; I know thoſe Plea- 
ſures are deſigned only for one who is to 
be always with you; and that it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that I ſhould marry you, 
in order to be compleatly happy. There, 

G 2 Sir, 
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Sir, ſaid I, you are talking to me of Ma- 
trimony again. I was very well ſatisfied 
with every thing elſe you have ſaid, but 
that diſpleaſes me. Not that I ſhould be 
unhappy in being your Wife; no, I would 
not have you imagine any ſuch thing; 
but it is ablolutely impollible that it can 
ever be brought about. In order to ren- 
der it more likely than it is at preſent, my 
Fortune mult firſt be equal to yours, and 
even then would there not ſtill remain 
ſome Inequality in our Birth, which gene- 
rally is the Foundation of much Miſery in 
the World ? No, Madam, reply'd Mr. 
Drake pretty ſmartly, when two Perſons 
love one another ſincerely, they can ne- 
ver be unhappy. As to that Matter, Sir, 
ſaid I, I was once of the fame Opinion 


but Colonel Criaſtone, your Uncle, who 


was much wiſer than either of us, forbad 


me 
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me to love you on Account of this In- 
equality. W hat, reply'd Mr. Drake, did 
my Uncle give this Prohibition, without 
ſo much as knowing whether I might de- 
ſerve your Eſteem or no? I am ſure, 
that i had been ſo happy as to have ſeen 
him, he would never have treated me fo 
rigorouſly. He perhaps thought that J 
ſhould follow my Brother's Example, who 
is continually tormenting you, and who 
has already a Wife. Be not too haſty, 
reply'd I. This Prohibition of the Colo- 


nels, was not confined to you in parti— 
cular, but extended to all Men; for he 
well knew that I ſhould never place my 
Aﬀections on any one who was born in 
the ſame unhappy Situation with myſelf; 
and ſince, according to this Rule, I ought 
not to love any other, you fee plainly, 
that I am by this means excluded from 
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liking any one. Well, ſaid Mr. Drake, 
you muſt act in this Affair juſt as you 
pleaſe ; but with Reſpect to myſelf, my 
Allection will ever continue the ſame, and 
I ſhall always remain deſirous of an equal 
Return from you. Alas, Sir, faid I, (a 
good deal affected at the Anxicty that I 
law he was in) what would you have me 
fo? and in what manner muſt I a&t ? In- 
deed, you give me more Uneaſineſs than 
it is poſſible for me to expreſs. Do not 
afAict yourſelf, and be aſſured, that I ſhall 
ever eſteem you. It will be attended, I 
know, with much Unhappineſs ; for you, 
who now ſeem ſo eagerly to deſire, may 
hereafter deſpiſe and flight my Affection. 
I then deſired him not to relate the Par- 
ticulars of this Converſation to his Siſter ; 
and he promiſed me he would not ; upon 
which, we dry'd up our Tears. And tho! 


Wc 
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we had much ado to quict the Itmotion 
this Interview had put us into, yet, 
when my Lady came back, we were 
pretty well compoſed. 

She aſked me, whether Mr. Drake had 
been as diſcrete as ſhe had promuted he 
ſhould; and I having told her that I was 
ſatisſicd with his Behaviour, ſhe put the 
ſame Queſtion to him; and he reply'd 
in the very ſame Manner. I am 
well fatis/y*'d with you both, ſaid her 
Ladyſhip; but I was, indeed, in ſome 
Doubt, whether my Brother would re- 
turn back in the ſame Compolure as he 
came. Farewel, my Dear; it is high 
Time for me to return home again; con- 
tinue to be my Brother's Friend. She 
has given me her Word, that ſhe will, 
ſaid Mr. Drake. Her Ladyſhip ſeemed 
very much pleaſed at hearing this, and 


immediatcly took her Leave, 
G 4 I have 
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I have ſo trequently dwelt in my own 
Mind on the ſeveral Particulars of this 
Converſation, that it is no great Wonder 
that I have ſet it down fo very minutely. It 
was the /Era from whence I may date an 
Engagement to which my Heart ever ic. 
mained faithful; and this, therefore, was 
a Tranſaction which frequently recollect- 
ed with a Satisfaction, when in Profperity ; 
and with a kind of tender Grief, when lan- 
guiſhing under the Load of any Misfor- 
tune. It 1s not, however, to be ſuppoſed 
that immediately after this Converſation, 
I felt the ſame Degree of Pleaſure that it 
gave me afterwards ; ſo far was I from 
finding myſelf calm and compoſed, after 
having received an Aſſurance of Mr. 
Drake's Attachment, and made him an 
innocent Declaration of my own Senti- 
ments in his Favour, that I felt a more 


Violent 
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violent Agitation than ever. The Idea 
of having owned what I then looked up- 
on as the greateſt Wealnels, rendered 
me as criminal in my own 1'ycs, as if l 
had in Reality tranſgreſſed the Bounds of 
Prudence and Modeſty. "I'was in vain 
that | attormpted to impoſe on myſelt by 
reprelenting, that although I had made 
this 1oclarniion, yet it was not ſo much 
to into. ir. rake of my Sentiments, 
as orte him from the Anxiety with 
which 1 tiw he was oppreſſed. I was 
but 909 ſenlible, that Love had been my 
Motive, rather than Pity. I ſaw Mr. Drake 
ſeveral times after that remarkable Con- 
verſation which had paſſed between us, 
with my Lady's Conſent. Dacombe uted 
to conduct him, and call for him to re- 
turn; and yet I could not bring myſe x 
to the Reſolution to undeceive him. And 
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though I was cruclly tormented by my 
Paſſion's taking deeper Root every Day, 
yet I could not take any Precautions 
againſt it, nor reſolve to deal ſincerely 
with my Lady in that Matter. Her La- 
dyſhip, who uſed frequently to come and 
pay me a Viſit, ſeemed always fatisfied 
with the Regard that her Brother ſhew'd 
for me. She congratulated herſelf on the 
Succeſs that her good Advice had met 
with; and I muſt own, that 1 did not 
think it at all criminal, to let her remain 
in the ſame Opinion. I thought, in- 
deed, I had a Reſource againſt the Re- 
proaches, that I could not help ſometimes 
making to myſelf, on this Piece of Diſſi- 
mulation. My Lady had fpoke of Mr. 
Drake to me in ſuch a manner as to make 
me ſuſpect him of Inconſtancy; but (till 
this Relource afflicted me, and gave me, 


upon 


u} 
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upon the whole, a much larger Share of 
Uncaſineſs than it did of Tranquility. 

I had been in this Situation about a 
Month, when Lord $----, of whom my 
Lady had formerly made Mention to me, 
came to pay me a Viſit with her. He 
ſeemed to be Politeneſs and Goodneſs 
itſelf, I ſhould not have mentioned this 
Viſit, although a great Honour for one 
in my Way of Life, if the Change which 
afterwards happened in my Situation had 
not been h. ught about by its Means. 

My Lord was very loud in his Praiſes 
of my Perſon, my Underſtanding, and my 
Diſcretion. This, however, did not at 
all make me vain, as he was naturally ſo 
palite, that I eaſily perſuaded myſelf, that 
he would have ſaid as much to the very 
next Perſon he ſhould meet. All that I 
thought reſpected me in particular, and 
| G 6 which 
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which indeed, did not fail to alarm me a , 


good deal, was his telling my Lady, that 
ſhe ſhould think of looking out for a 
Huſband for me; that it was a great 
Pity I ſhould live in ſo retired a Way, and 
that it would be cruel to deprive the 
World any longer of the Pleaſure it would 
take in ſeeing me. Although I thought 
the greater Part of what he ſaid proceed- 
ed from the Gallantry of his Diſpoſition, 
yet I was a good deal frightened, when 
Ft heard him mention Marriage; for al- 
though I could not form any reaſonable: 
Hope of ever marrying Mr. Drake, yet 
I abhorred the very Idea of attaching my- 
ſelf to any other. 

As ſoon as they were gone, I found no 
great Difficulty in recovering from the 
Uncaſineſs which my Lord's Converſa- 
tion had given me; thinking the Propoſal 
would 
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would have ended here, and that he would 
not think any more about me. And in- 
deed, this would have been the Caſe, if 
my Lady had not told her Huſband, of 
what my Lord had ſaid. Sir Thomas, 
who, 1 flattered myſelf, had intirely for- 
gotten me, having remained unmoleſted 
by him during a whole Month, perceived 
his fooliſh Hope revive, in thinking it in 
his Power to give me a Huſband of his 
own chooſing. This I came to the Know- 
ledge of in a little While afterwards. I 
ſhall not dwell long upon this Incident, 
which does not contain any thing verv in- 
tereſting to the Reader, and which was 
only ſo to me in the Conſequences which 
it produced, 

My Lady was the firſt Perſon that brought 
me the News, at which, Time I per- 
ceived an unuſual Satisfaction in her Coun- 


tenance. 
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tenance. I had ſeen Mr. Drake the Iven- 
ing before, as indeed I had ſeveral Times 
ſince my Lord's Viſit. Our Love, for it 
is in vain to attempt to conceal it under 
any other Name, had accumulated freſh 
Strength during the Tranquility we had 
for ſome Time paſt enjoyed. It ſeemed 
to me to have drawn us out of the Dark- 
neſs and Ignorance of Childhood, and 
had inſpired us with Sentiments which 
were ſo much the more agreeable to us, 
as they were highly conſiſtent with Vir- 
tue, to which we both of us determined 
{tecaſtly to adhere. 


Mr. Drake had never ſhewn ſo much 
Tenderneſs as in the Viſit which had pre- 
ceded that of my Lady. We had then 
made numberleſs Proteſtations to each 
other of mutual Love and Conſtancy, in- 
ſomuch, that I thought all the Gaicty 
that 
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that appeared in my Lady's Counte- 
tenance, proceeded from a different Mo- 
tive, than that I ſoon afterwards found 
it did. I imagined it not improbable that 
Mr. Drake, who was much more impe- 
tuous than I was, might have diſcovered 
to his Siſter what he felt upon my Ac- 
count ; that ſhe had approved of his 
Paſſion, and that our Happineſs would 
ſoon be rendered complete. In that Mo- 
ment an unuſal Joy and Satisfaction took 
Poſſeſſion of me, but which I paid dearly 
for afterwards, as ſoon as I became ac- 
quainted with the true Cauſe of her 
Ladyſhip's extraordinary Vivacity. - In 
ſhort, Matrimony was the Subject of her 
Thoughts, but then they were employed 
upon a wrong Ohjeet. 


There was a Man who was already 


worth a great deal of Money, and who 


was 
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was daily accumulating more, that pro 
poled himſelf for my Huſband. The 
Fortune that I was to bring him conſiſt- 
ed of a Place in the Board of Green- 
Cloth, which my Lord $----- promiſed to 
procure for him on our Marriage. My 
Lady conſidered this as the greateſt Piece 
of good Fortune that could poſſibly hap- 
pen to me. Mr. 7:ibbald (for that was 
the Gentleman's Name) was, as my Lady 
told me, tolerably handſome, and in the 
Flower of his Age. I was to have a 
Coach and Servants at my Diſpoſal, a fine 
Houſe, and Jewels ; and in ſhort, every 
Thing that could flatter my Vanity, if 
my Prepoſſeſſion in Favour of Mr. Drake 
would have permitted me to have hear- 
kened to theſe Allurements. My Lady 
added to this Account, (what ſhe thought 
would make the Propoſal more agreeable) 

that 
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that it was hcr Huſband, whom I had 
wrongfully ſuppoſed my Enemy, that had 
been chiefly inftrumental in bringing 
about this happy Affair. 

I was ſo conſounded at this Propoſal, 
that I did not know what Reply I ought 
to make to it. I thanked my Lady, with- 
out feeling myſelf laid under the leaſt 
Obligation; and this occaſioned me to 
thank her in ſo confuſed and aukward a 
Manner, that ſhe could not help perceiv— 
ing it. She ſuſpected, I do not doubt, that 
I was neither pleaſed with the Offer that 
was made me, nor flattered with the Ad- 
vantages ſhe had expoſed to my View 
however, without giving herſelf any Trou— 
ble to overcome Delicacies, ſhe told me 
plainly, that Matters were now gone too 
far to think of receding. That Lord 
§ —8— had taken all the neceſſary Steps 
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to procure the Place which was to be 


conſidered as my Fortune; and that in 


ſhort, I mult prepare myſelf to receive 
a Viſit from my intended Huſband on 
the Morrow ; and that Sir Thomgs was 10 
introduce him. She deſired I would dreſs 
myſelf to receive Mr. Tibbald, and not 
ſeem ſo indifferent to the Match before 
him, as I did at preſent to her; but con- 
ſider it as the beſt Means of my future 
Happineſs. 

In Anſwer to this, I told her, that I 
could never conſider it in that Light; 
and, among other Things, laid before 
her the Apprehenſions I had, that the 
Meanneſs of my Birth might create his 
Diſiike, and draw on me his Reproaches. 
My Lady ridiculed my Fears; and told 
me, as ſhe was going out, that Mr. Tib- 


bald, rich as he was, was not of a better 


Family 
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Family than myſelf; and that he would 
chink himſelf ſufficiently happy in having 
me, ſince I ſhould ſo largely contribute to 
the improving of his Fortune. 

The Reader may eaſily imagine, that 
my Lady left me in a molt cruel and un- 
certain Situation. I was wholly igno— 
rant of what I was cither to do or think ; 
but I would fain have ſeen Mr. Drake be- 
fore I came to any final Determination. 
J had not as yet ever wrote to him, and 
could not bring myſelf to the Reſolution 
of doing it upon this Occaſion. I knew, 
indeed, what would be his Sentiments on 
the Subject; but then I imagined myſelf 
unable to regulate my Conduct without 
his Advice. I found myſelf equally in- 
capable of diſobeying my Lady's Com- 
mands, or of oppoſing myſelf to his Will; 
and in either of theſe Caſes I found to 

my 


— —— —— 


— —— — — —ñ——— — —— ũ —— — 


140 The Fox TUN ATE Discovery, 
my inexpreſſible Grief, that I muſt in- 
tallibly loſe my Lover. 

I remained till the next Morning ſo 
wholly irreſolute, that I ſcemed in a Kind 
of Lethargy, till my Senſes were happily 
reſtored to their ſeveral Functions by a 
Viſit from Mr. Drake, who had heard 
from Duncombe wie Propoſal that had 
been made to me the Day before. Ile 
perfectly raved ; not that he doubted in 
the leaſt of the Sincerity of my Attach- 
ment; but he could not bear that any 
one ſhould diſpute with him the Prefer- 
ence in my Eſteem and Affection. 

The violent Emotion in which I per— 
ceived he was, ſuggeſted to me a Num- 
ber of Schemes to ward off the fatal 
Blow, at leaſt for a Time ; which during 
my former Confuſion, I had never once 
thought of. I immediately informed him 


* 


(a1 


T 


of t 


calm 
ever 
ſuſin 
him 
Aſi 
but 

und 
he | 
in e 
tyin 
wit! 


real 


The ForxTunaTE Discovery. 141 


of them; and ſeeing no other Way to 
calm him, proteſted, that nothing ſhould 
ever make me quit my Reſolution of re- 
fuſing to marry any other Man than 
himlelt. After having given him this 
Aſſurance, I begged of him to leave me ; 
but firſt made him promiſe that he would 
undertake nothing againſt a Rival, whom 
he had juſt before threatened to deſtroy, 
in caſe he perſiſted in his Deſign of mar- 
rying me. It ſeemed by the Reluctance 
with which he parted from me, as if he 
really foreſaw the cruel Separation we 


were threatencd with. 


Notwithſtanding the Compoſure which 
| had forced upon myſelf, in order to 
quiet Mr. Drake, and the Schemes which 


[ had found out, or at leaſt imagined that 


had found out, to prevent my Marriage 
with Mr. Tibbald, which I could not fo 
much 
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much as think on without the utmoſt 
Horror and Deteſtation, I did not per- 
ceive myſelf at all more caſy, after Mr. 
Drake had left me. The Impctuolity of 
his Temper, Sir Thomas's Violence, and 
the Friendſhip which I entertained for my 
Lady, filled me equally with Apprehen- 
ſions. I ſpent the reſt of the Day in 
great Anxiety; when, at length, what 
would naturally have ſeemed adaptecl to 
increaſe my Fears, did, in Effect, contri- 
bute much towards the diminiſhing them. 

I ſpent three whole Days alone, with- 


out hearing from any one. My Terrors 


of the Interview with which I had been 


threatened on the Morrow after my La- 


dy's laſt Viſit, enhanced the Value of this 


Reprieve greatly. I went ſo far as to 
flatter myſelf, that what I had faid to my 
Lady, had made ſome Impreſſion on her, 


and 
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and that her Tenderneſs for me had in- 
duced - her to ſpeak in my Behalf to her 
Huſband, and Mr. Tibbald ; inſomuch, 
that they might lay aſide a Project in 
which, whoſoever were to be the Gainers, 
I was deſtined to be the Sacrifice. 


I was employed in theſe Reflections 
on the Morning of the fourth Day ſince 
I had ſeen Mr. Drake, when Word was 
brought me, that Mrs. Duncombe was in 
the Parlour waiting to ſpeak with me. 
I went down immediately, and found 
with her another Woman, who was an 
intire Stranger to me. Well, my dear 
Mother, ſaid I to Mrs. Duncombe, have 
you brought me any good News ? Yes, 
indeed have I, reply'd ſhe ; this Perſon is 
come to help dreſs you, and you will fee 
your Huſband to Night. My Huſband ! 


reply*d I, trembling, Who is it that you 


are 
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are talking of? Who? continued Mrs, 
Duncembe; why of Mr. Tibbald, to be ſure, 
Come, do not be under any Concern, 
you will like him very well, I dare ſay. 
What, ſaid I, my Lady — My Lady! ſaid 
ſhe, interrupting me, Do not you know 
that my Lady ſet out Yeſterday for Devon- 
ſhire ? Is my Lady gone? reply'd I; then 
I am ruined indeed. You aſtoniſh me, 
ſaid Duncombe, I thought ſhe had wrote 


you a Letter at her going, giving an Ac- 


count of every Thing that had happened. 
Alas! ſaid I, I know nothing of the Mat- 
ter; what I deſire, however, at preſent is, 
that you will diſmiſs this Perſon (look- 
ing at the Woman ſhe had brought 
with her) as I have not any Occaſion for 
her Aſliſtance, and have a great deal to 
ſay to you in private, My Tears pre- 
vented me from ſpeaking my Words arti- 
culately. 
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culately. When the Woman had taken 
her Leave, I looked at Mrs. Duncombe for 
ſome Time, without being able to aſk her 
any Queſtions. She was a good deal 
moved at the Situation in which ſhe ſaw 
me, and faid, Alas ! my dear Lady, is it 
poſſible you can be ignorant of what has 
happened ? Yes, indeed Mother, faid 
, it is poſſible, for I have not ſeen any 
one theſe laſt four Days, that was able to 
inform me ; for Pity's ſake, therefore, 
acquaint me with the ſeveral Tranſactions 
that have paſſed. I will tell you then, re- 
ply'd ſhe. About four Days ago, my 
Huſband going into Mr. Drake's Room 
to return him an Anſwer to a Meſſage on 
which he had ſent him, was ſurpriſed to 
find him abſent. He ſearched the whole 
Houſe for him ; and was told, at length, 
that he had gone out in a great Hu 
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under Pretence of going to ſpeak with 
his Brother upon Buſineſs. My Huſband, 
who had been ordered never to leave him 
alone, ran to Sir Thomas's, and not find.- 
ing his Maſter there, he was obliged to 
own, that in all Probability he was gone 
to pay you a Viſit, Sir Thomas, up, 
hearing this, ſent one of his People «. 
watch his Brother's coming out of your 
Lodgings, and went himſelf to wait for 
him at his own Houſe, whither, in a little 
While after his Return, he was con- 
ducted, and afterwards ! letained, till the 
very Inſtant of his Departure. Heavens 

id I, is Mr. Drake gone too ? Yes, 
Madam, reply'd Duncombe, he ſet out 
with his Siſter. His Father is relapſed 
into his former Ilneſs, of which they had 


Notice the Day before Yeſterday ; and 


the old Gentleman expreſly deſiring to 
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ſee his Daughter-in-law, and youngeſt 
Son, my Lady could not poſſibly refuſe 
him this Requeſt ; and therefore, ſhe ſet 
out Yeſterday by break of Day with her 
Brother; of all which Particulars I thought 
he had apprifed you of by Letter. 


"As ſoon as ſhe had quitted this Sub- 
et, ſhe began upon a more diſagreeable 
one, my intended Huſband, entreating 
me not to ſtand in the Way of my own 
Happineſs ; and that this was an Oppor- 
tunity of making my Fortune, which, if 
once loſt, could in all Probability ne- 
ver be retrieved. She then dwelt for 
ſome Time on the Merit, the Riches, t-: 

Reputation and good Qualities of Mr, 
Tibbald ; and artfully repreſented to me 


the Unhappineſs of my preſent Condition z 


but all this Eloquence was loſt upon me. I 


did not ſo much as pay the leaſt Regard 
H 2 to 
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to it, being ſo overwhelmed with Grief, 
that I could neither ſpeak or think of 

any Thing elſe, but my own Miſery. 
Mrs. Duncombe was a good deal cha- 
grined at the little Regard I paid to the 
ſeveral Arguments that ſhe had made uſe 
of. She reproached me for my Silence, 
and told me that I had a Haughtineſs 
very unſuitable to the Condition I was 
in; and finding that I was ſtill unmind- 
ful of what ſhe was ſaying, ſhe propoſed 
the bringing in the Tire-woman again, 
with an Air of ſome Authority ; to whom, 
I ſuppoſe, ſhe had given Orders to ſtay 
within Call. She told me, that I ought 
to ſubmit to what Sir Thomas thought 
proper for me; that he intended coming 
in the Afternoon with Mr. Tibbald ; and 
that he deſigned that I ſhould be dreſſed 
to receive them. I grew pretty warm in 
my 
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my Turn, and told her that I would not 
comply by any Means; but perceiving 
that what I ſaid tended only to inflame 
her the more, I threw myſelf on my Knees, 
and beſought her with much Earneſtneſs 
to prevent, if poſſible, Sir Thomas's coming 
to ſee me. She ſeemed to be a little moved 
with my Diſtreſs, but ſumm'd up the whole 
very ſhort, by aſſuring me, that ſhe ſhould 
not be able to ſee him, for that he was 
gone out with Mr. T:ibbald; and that ſhe 
did not know what Places were the moſt 
likely to meet with them at. She at- 
tempted again mildly, to engage me to 
be dreſſed ; but all ſhe could ſay did not 
prevail upon me to comply with her Re- 
queſt. At length, ſhe left me, ſaying, 


that Sir Thomas would be exceeding an- 
ory with me. 


Hz ͤ˖ 
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This was not the Circumſtance that J 
was at that Time moſt apprehenſive of : 
Nay, I ſhould not have been at all afraid 
of his coming, if he had come alone. 
What I felt was, the Embarraſiment and 
Conſtraint that Mr. Tisbald's Preſence ] 
knew would lay me under. I propoſed 
at firſt to avoid an Interview, for which 
I found myſelf by no means inclined, by 
feigning an Indiſpaſition; but a little Re- 
flection ſoon convinced me of the Weak- 
neſs of the Expedient, which at beſt I 
found could but put off a Viſit for three 
or four Days, and which at the End of 
that ſhort Term I ſhould be obliged to 
receive. I conſidered therefore, that the 
only Way to free myſelf from the Pur- 
fuits of Sir Themas and Mr. Tibbald, was 
to take from them all Hopes of ſucceed- 
ing. And in order to this, it was abſo- 

lutely 
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lutely neceſſary that I ſhould ſee them. 
I accordingly reſolved that I would; and 
this Reſolution gave me ſufficient Strength 
to expect them with Courage, and even 
with a Confidence, that it would intirely 
put an End to their Purſuit. This Re- 
flection rendered me ſo much Miſtreſs of 
myſelf, that, inſtead of dreading their Ar- 
rival, I waited for it with Impatience.- Ir 
was, however, five o'Clock in the Even- 
ing before they came to my Lodgings. 
So far was I from having dreſſed Y] it 
out, as I was informed Sir Thomas had 
deſired, that I had affected the utmoſt 
Negligence in my Dreſs; and as I had 
had full Time to compoſe myſelf, I ap- 
peared before them with a greater De- 


gree of Confidence than I had thought I 
ſhould ever arrive at. 


H 4 Sir 
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Sir Thomas was much ſurpriſed at ſce- 
ing me in an Undreſs. What, Miſs Polly, 
ſaid he, has not Duncombe obey'd my Or- 
ders ? I told her to come here betimes 


in the Morning. I aſſured him, that ſhe 
had been very punctual. Then, why do 


I find you in this Undrets ? ſaid he. Come, 


come, Sir Thomas, ſaid Mr. Tibbald, Mis 
is very well as ſhe is; as to myſelf, I muſt 
freely own to you, that I like Simplicity 
much better than Grandeur in Apparel. 
Dreſs attracts the Eyes of moſt Men, but 
this I know, that it is frequently made Uſe 
of to conceal great Defects. True, Sir, ſaid 
I; andTI would not have you think that it 
is my Intention to deceive you: but give 
me Leave to reply to what Sir Thomas has 
ſaid. Speak, Miſs, ſaid Sir Thomas, and 
tell us through what Whim — It is not 
through any Whim, Sir, ſaid I, but for 


very 
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very good and ſubſtantial Reaſons, You 
know, Sir, as well as I, that Dreſs does 
by no means ſuit one of my retired Con- 
dition ; and beſides, as the Gentleman 
knows what I am, I thought it proper 
that my Apparel ſhould be ſuitable to the 
Meanneſs of my Birth and Fortune. And 
fince he knows, that I am only a poor 
Caſt-away, expoſed by my Parents, whom 
I never knew, and who, perhaps, were 
poor and miſerable, ſurely he will not 
perſiſt in his Intention of taking me to 
Wife; and had he not known as much, 
I ſhould never have forgiven myſelf, if I 
had not informed him of it, or had made 
uſe of any Artifice to enſnare him, and 
make him think of me otherwiſe than I 

really am. 
I underſtand you, I underſtand you, 
Mis, reply'd Sir Thomas; 1 do not know 
| Hl 3 what 
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what Mr. Tibbald will think of you, but 
be aſſured of this, that you ſhall repent 
your Obſtinacy, Mr. Tibbhald then in- 
terrupted him, and explained himſelf in 
ſuch a manner as very ſufficiently diſco- 
vered what a mean and mercenary Spirit 
he was of. He was not in the leaſt 
aſhamed of quoting the Example of one 
of his Relations, who had married a Girl 
known at the very Time to be the Miſtreſs 
of a Man of Quality, who, on that Condi- 


tion, was to become his Patron. He went 
Jo far as to ridicule the Virtue of Women 


in general, laying it down as a Maxim, 
that Diſcretion in their Amours was the 
only Thing requiſite; and that then 
their Huſbands might very ſecurely wink 
at their Conduct. 

The Reader may eaſily gueſs at the 


Effect that this Converſation had on me. 
9 So 
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So much Avarice, Impudence, and Shame- 
leſſneſs, did not tend much to endear 
Mr. Tibbald to me. Finding that Sir 


Thomas did not ſay a Syllable to all this, I 
made the following Reply to Mr. 7:bbald - 
Sir, ſaid I, I am fo aſtoniſhed at the 
Generoſity of your Propoſals, that I am 
ſorry it is not in my Power to accept of 
them; and now that you have given up 
your Integrity, it is high Time for me to 
take Care of my own, No, Sir, I will 
never be the Cauſe of drawing Reproaches 
on you from tie Public; for, indeed, I 
know nothing that ſhould ever force me 
to give you my Hand. I beg Sir Thomas's 
Pardon, for talking thus before him ; I 
well know that I am going to expoſe 
myſelf to his Indignation. Yes, my dear 
Child, anſwered he, you are indeed, but 
we know how to make you comply, if 
you 
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you will not do it willingly. Mr. T:bbald 
ſmiled at what I had been ſaying ; and 
told me, that he found me much more 
reſolute than he expected, but that he till 
fattered himſelf I ſhould think better of 
it. No, Sir, reply'd I, I know that Sir 
Thomas may torment me, but he can ne- 
ver force me to marry you. And ſince 
the Uncertainty of my Birth has not been 
of any Weight with you, be aſſured, that 
it is this Uncertainty that will prevent my 
ever accepting any Propoſals like yours. 
In ſhort, it is true, I knov not at preſent, 
who were my Parents; but it is poſſible, 
that I may diſcover them ſome Time or 
other, and then they might bluſh at the 
Choice I had made when conſtrained by 
their Cruelty. Indeed, Miſs, ſaid Sir 
Thomas, your Behaviour is the very 
Heighth of Pride and Inſolence. How- 


ever, 
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ever, I know who it is has given you 
theſe Inſtructions. . My Brother wrote 
to you before he went away, and un- 
doubtedly his Letter----- Indeed, Sir, re- 
ply'd I, with ſome Warmth, I can ven- 
ture to aſſure you, that I received no ſuch 
Letter. You have not ſeen him neither, 
I ſuppoſe ? ſaid Sir Thomas. Yes, Sir, 
ſaid I, about four Days ago I faw him 
for a Minute. Well, ſaid he, I will know 
whether any of my People undertook to 
deliver you his Letter. Upon that, he called 
in his Servants, one of whom owned that 
Mr. Drake had entruſted him with a Let- 
ter, but that he had not ventured to deliver 
it. Sir Thomas flew into a great Paſſion, and 
demanded the Letter, which was accord- 
ingly put into his Hands. I would fain 
have ſaid ſomewhat in Mr. Drake's Be- 
half, but I found myſelf at a Loſs to utter 


any 


— 
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any thing. Atlength, a Flood of Tears 
came to my Relief. Sir Thomas, upon 
this, affected a falſe Generoſity: I might, 
ſaid he, inſiſt upon knowing the Contents 
of the Letter; but as I know how to pre- 
vent his writing for the future, you are 
at your Liberty to read it by yourſelf. 
There is his Letter, continued he, throw- 
ing it acroſs the Room with a good deal 
of Indignation ; we ſhall know by To- 
morrow what Reſolutions you are come 
to. If you do not hearken to Reaſon, I 
ſhall know how to puniſh you effectually. 
Come, Mr. Tibbald, let us leave her to 


her own Reflections. Mr. Tibbald then 


took as aukward a Leave as his Conver- 
fation had been diſguſting, telling me, as 
he quitted the Room, that he went in 
Hopes I ſhould ſoon change my Mind, 


As 
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As ſoon as they were gone, I took up 
the Letter, and went with it into my own 
Apartment, perſuaded in my Mind, that 
it would recompence me for whatſoever I 
had ſuffered during the late Interview. I 
opened it, trembling ; but nothing can ſo 
well deſcribe the Situation of Mind which 
it occaſioned, as the Letter itſelf ; and I 
ſhall therefore tranſcribe it at full length. 


Miss, 
I am going into Devonſhire To-mor- 
row, and ſhould be inconſolable at heing 
deprived of the Pleaſure of ſeeing you 


before my Departure, were I not atlength 
fully convinced of the ill Conſequences 
that ſuch a Viſit might be productive of 
to you. My dear Siſter has induced me to 
hearken to Reaſon, on the Subject of our 
mutual Inclination for each other, which I 
am now ſenſible, can never bring about 

the 


160 The FoxTunaTE Discovery, 


the Happineſs which once we were in 
Hopes it would be attended with. I hope 
that Abſence will produce the ſame Ef- 
fects in you, which I expect to experience 
in.myſelf ; and therefore, the only Light 
in which I ſhall be ambitious of appear- 
ing to you for the future, will be that of 
a Friend; and it is in that Character that 
I cannot help adviſing you to comply with 
Sir Thomas's Propoſal of marrying Mr. 
Tibbald. I already anticipate the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing you at my Return comfortably 
ſettled. I deſire you will not write to me 
during my Abſence, as I ſhould be under 
Apprehenſions, that your Letters would 
be intercepted, or that they would prove 
an Impediment to that Tranquility which 
we have Reaſon to hope for from Time 
and Reflection. 


I am your ſincere Friend, 


and humble Servant, J. DRAEK E.“ 
It 
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It is impoſſible to deſcribe the Emo- 
tions which I felt on the firſt reading of 
this Letter. Deſpair, Rage, Hatred of all 
Men, Contempt for Mr. Drake ; and, in 
ſhort, every Thing that could any ways 
contribute towards the increaſing my 
Vexation, ſeemed to unite themſelves 
together in my Mind. In this diſtreſs- 
ful Situation, a happy Thought came to 
my Relief. Ever ſince the Colonel's 
Death, I had not ſeen Mr. Perry, a very in- 
timate Friend of his, to whom the Colo- 
nel very ſtrongly recommended me. In 
the afflicting Condition I now found my- 
ſelf, I thought nothing could be more 
proper than to conſult one whom my dy- 
ing Maſter had pointed out to me, as 
my Friend; and therefore, well know- 
ing where he lived, I wrote a Note, to 


defire him to favour me with a Viſit on 
the 
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the Morrow. As I knew he was a Man 


of Spirit and Fortune as well as of Un- 
derſtanding and Diſcretion, I concluded 


that I ſhould not only receive wholeſome 
Advice from him, but likewiſe Protection 
and Defence from the Inſults which I was 
apprehenſive of being expoſed to; nor 
was I deceived in my Expectations. He 
came the next Morning with that Huma- 
nity and Tenderneſs which I had fre- 
quently experienced from him in the Co- 
lonel's Life-time. After ſome little Ex- 
poſtulation for not letting him hear 
from me for ſo long a Time, he deſired 
me to give him an Account of what had 
happened ſince he had the Pleaſure of 
ſeeing me laſt, I informed him of the 
ſeveral Particulars, with the moſt ſcrupu- 
lous Exactneſs ; I did not ſo much as con- 
ceal from him the Sentiments I had felt in 
Mr. 
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Mr. Drake's Favour ; but in order to 
excuſe myſelf in ſome meaſure for this 
fond Partiality to him, I ſhewed him the 


firſt Letter he had wrote to me; I alſo 
told him of the ſeveral Attempts of Sir 
7 hemas, the baſe Propoſals which he had 
made me, the Deſign which he had of 
making me quit the Place I was in, to 
go upon the Stage; and laſt of all, the 
Marriage he was now propoſing to me, 
with a Man whom I could not approve ; 
and of the Apprehenſions I was under, 
leſt he ſhould uſe Force to compel me to 
it. I then ſhewed him the cruel Letter 
which had been brought me the Even- 
ing before, and owned the Deſpair which 
the reading of it had occaſioned ; and 
finally, I entreated him to aſſiſt me with 
his Advice, and to defend me by his 


Protection in the lamentable Situation in 
which 
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which I found myſelf at that Juncture. 
I ſhall not tire the Reader with the ſeve- 
ral Particulars of the Converſation that 
paſſed between me and Mr. Perry : Let 
it be ſufficient to ſay that, after he had 
heard me out with a good deal of Patience 
and Attention, he ſaid every thing that 
his Prudence and Concern for my Wel- 
fare could dictate to him on the Occaſion, 
He was pleaſed to commend me for having 
diſdained Sir Thomas's Propoſals ; but 
blamed me at the ſame Time for having 
given any Encouragement to his Brother, 
He laid before me the Conſequences of a 
Paſſion which was ſo unlikely to be pro- 
ductive of any good Effect. As to the 
Propoſals of Marriage, which were now 
offering me, he ſeemed as averſe to my 
accepting them as I really was myſelf; 
he only deſired me to think ſeriouſly on 


my 
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my preſent Condition, before I gave an 
abſolute Denial; and repreſented to me 
the ſeveral Dangers that I ſhould be ex- 
poſed to, if I continued unmarried ; and 
that there might not ſuch another Oppor- 
tunity offer of my ſettling ſo well. In 
ſhort, he went ſo far as to tell me, that 
there was no Medium to be choſen be- 
tween the accepting theſe Propoſals, and 
the retiring into the Country, and living 
there altogether. 


I was a good deal frightened at this 
Alternative ; not that I was at all come 
to think more favourably of Mr. Tibbald; 
but what affected me moſt ſenſibly was, 
the Neceſſity I found myſelf under, of 
giving over all Thoughts of Mr. Drake. 
However, at laſt, I told Mr. Perry, that I 
was fully determined to retire. He ſeem'd 
plealed with my Reſolution, but was a 

little 
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little apprehenſive, that it was rather the 
Effect of Deſpair than of deliberate 
Choice. He adviſed me to take ſome 
Time before I abſolutely reſolved on it, 
in order to ſee whether it was the Effect 
of Conſtraint, or the Suggeſtion of my 
own Deſire; but as I gave him to un- 
derſtand that I was in continual Fear of 
Sir Thomas, leſt he ſhould force me to 
marry Mr. Tibbald, he promt e go to 
him that very Day, and to endeavour to 
prevail on him to give me ſome Reſpite, 
while I ſhould conſider what was beſt to 
be done, and take my Reſolutions to act as 
was moſt fitting. He then took his Leave, 
with aſſuring me, that I ſhould hear from 
him in three Days at fartheſt. In this, 
however, he was better than his Word ; 
for the very next Day I received a Note 
from him, in which he informed me, that 

he 
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he had ſeen Sir Thomas ; that he was very 
much incenſed againſt me, but that how- 
ever he had pacity'd him a little by aſ- 
ſuring him, that I intended to retire into 


the Country. 
Mr. Perry foreſaw, that this Account 


would give me ſome Uneaſineſs; and 


therefore he endeavoured to remove it, 
by aſſuring me that his Threats were not 
of the leaſt © quence, for that I might 
prevent their taking Effect, if I would 
but follow his Advice. Laſtly, he de- 
tired me to be under no Concern ; and 
that he would come to me within the 
Time that he had promiſed. 

I determined from that Inſtant to give 

{elf up to his Advice; but I muſt own 
i ud not feel ſo much Tranquility as I 
-2uld have wiſhed, ſince I had not ſuffi- 


cient Command over myſelf to make me 


reliſh 
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reliſh the retired Condition which was 
offered to my Acceptance. I had Strength 
enough tq reſiſt, but not to overcome my 
Paſſions. 

This Diſpoſition, however, contributed 
at leaſt to the making me equally indif- 
ferent to whatſoever Mr. Perry might 
propoſe. And although I perceived very 
plainly, that I ſhould not find much Plea- 
ſure in complying ; yet I did not heſi- 

tate a Moment in determining that ! 
would do ſo. The only Thing that af. 
fected me, was an Uneaſineſs on account 
of the Uncertainty of the Condition l 


was going into. 


Mr. Perry came at length to my Re- 
lief, as he had promiſed. He told me, 
that if I had a Mind to retire, he had got 
a Houſe in his View for me, within a lit- 
tle Diſtance from London, in which 1 
ſhould 


fo 
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ſhould meet with a very agreeable Re- 


ception from a Widow and her Daugh- 
ter, who were a good Sort of People. 


This Offer appeared to me ſo extremely 


advantageous, in Compariſon of thoſe 
which I had formed in my own Mind, 
as likely to be made, . that I accepted it 
without the leaſt Heſitation, and he ap- 
peared very well ſatisfied with this Proof 
of my Confidence in him. The Houſe 
he propoſed was at Becconsfield, in a very 
pretty Situation; and now Matters be 
ing thus ſettled, there remained nothing 
more to be done, than to take the ne- 


ceſſary Meaſures for my Departure. 


He told me it would be proper to in- 
form Sir Thomas of my Removal; and 
Vol. I. I that 
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that' he would take that Buſineſs upon 
himſelf, not doubting but he would give 
Orders for my being convey'd thither in 
his own Equipage. 

Every thing that had the leaſt Con- 
nection with Sir Thomas, frightened me; 
I aſked Mr. Perry what Neceſſity there 
was that he ſhould be made acquainted 
with my Intention of removing; and whe- 
ther there were not other Means of get- 
ting to Becconsfield, than in Sir Thomas's 
Coach ? To this he reply'd, that I 
might hire a Coach myſelf with all the 
Eaſe imaginable, but that he thought 
it not adviſeable to ſhew any Signs of 
my diſtruſting Sir Thomas ; that beſides 
this, it would procure me more Re- 
ſpect from the People to whom I was 
going, to be convey'd thither as one 

countenanced 


ta 
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countenanced by a Man of his Rank 
and Fortune, than if I went alone; and 
therefore he would go to Sir Thomas and 
talk with him upon the Affair. I could 
not make any Objection to ſo generous 


a Propoſal, and entreated him to make 


uſe of all poſſible Diſpatch in the Affair. 
He ſeemed to be in an equal Hurry for 
my being thoroughly ſettled as myſelf; 


and accordingly, when he took his Leave, 


he aſſured me that I ſhould not fail hear- 
ing very ſoon of What he had done in my 
Behalf. 


This Converſation left me too deeply 
employ'd in thinking how to haſten my 
Departure, to give me Leave to reflect 
on the Agreement I had made. The 
firſt Step that I thought neceſſary to be 


taken, was to ſend to Mrs. Duncembe to 
I 2 deſire 
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deſire to ſpeak with her; which I ac- 
cordingly did, and ſhe came to me im- 
mediately. I told her of the Reſolution 


I had taken, and deſired her to take 


Care of ſome Goods which I was obliged 
to leave behind me in London. Mrs. Du;- 
combe promiſed to take all imaginable 
Care of them, but firſt employ'd all her 
Eloquence to divert me from going ; 
but the more ſhe endeavoured to dif- 
ſuade me, the more confirmed 1 appear- 


ed in a Reſolution which, in Reality, 


went much againſt the Grain. Having 
taken this previous Step, I waited with 
fome Impatience for the Anſwer which 
Mr. Perry had promiſed to give me. 

It may, perhaps, appear ſurpriſing to 
ſome of my Readers, that notwithſtand- 


ing [ was in the main averſe to removing, 


yet 
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yet that I ſeemed ſo anxious for its be- 
ing brought about, and fo active in for- 
warding it. I do not pretend to ſay, 
that a Hatred for the World, and re- 
nouncing my former Paſſion, were the 
Motives that engaged me in it; I muſt 
do myſelf the Juſtice to own, that the 
Change, which I did not doubt had han- 
pened in Mr. Drake, was the chief, and 
indeed, the only Motive of my being de- 
ſirous to retire. 

I ſpent three or four more Days in 
this Situation, being employed in re. 
moving my Goods to Mrs. Duncomobe's, 
who was to take Care of them for me 
in my Abſence. I muſt own, that the 
being in a manner ſtripped of Things 
which were ſo dear to me, becauſe of 
the Memory that they brought along 
19 with 
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with them of their worthy Donor, was 
very unplealing. My Heart was pre- 
paring to make a difficult Sacrifice in- 
deed ; inſomuch, that while my Tears 
ran down at ſeeing the Pledges of the 
Coloncl's Generoſity, they at the ſame 
Time flowed for a more tender Object. 


Every Thing was now ready for my 
Departure; and I only waited for the 
Arrival of Mr. Periy, when I received 
a Couple of Letters; one I knew to be 
from my Lady Drake, by the Writing, 
and the other Superſcription was wrote 
in a Hand wholly unknown to me. I had 
great Impatience to ſee the Contents of 
the former, which, upon opening, I 
found to be as follows. 

] have uſt received, my dear Poly, 


a Letter from my Huſband, in which 
he 
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he informs me of the cold Reception 
you gave Mr. Tilbald. As I am ſincere- 
ly concerned for your Welfare, I cannot 
help blaming your Behaviour in this In- 
ſtance. The Excuſe that I hear you 
made, was the Hopes you were in of 
finding out your Parents ſome Time 
or other. And can you, my Dear, 
amuſe yourſelf with any ſuch Expecta- 
tion, after ſo long an Interval as four- 
teen Years? And even ſuppoſing you 
ſhould find them, can you imagine they 
are People that would be diſgraced by 
ſuch a Match? The Manner in which 
you was expoſed, ſhould convince you, 
that you - were the Offspring of People 
whoſe Intereſt it was to get rid of you, in 
order to efface the Memory of your ever 
Truſt me, Child, 
I 4 you 


having been born. 


- 
— 


ay + 
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you ought not to loſe ſo fair an Op- 


portunity of improving your Circum 


ſtances. You could never expect, that 


ſuch Advantages could fall to your Share; 


for I cannot ſuppoſe that you had ever 


any Views towards one who can never 
be yours. I need not tell you, that my 
Brother is the Perſon I am ſpeaking of. 
You have too much Senſe to think that 


ſuch a Match could ever be brought to 


bear. What Dependance could you. pol- 
fibly have on one who is ſcarcely ſeven- 
teen Years of Age, and who has paid 
his Addreſſes to you, more out of want 
of ſomewhat to do, than out of any fix- 
ed Reſolution to marry you ? He de- 
fires me to make his Excuſes to you for 
not writing, and to tell you that he 
ſhould be very glad to find you married 


al. 
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at his Return. And let me add, that the 
Opportunities you will have of ſeeing 
him, will be very few; for his Father, 
who is now upon the Recovery, has de- 
termined he ſhall ſet out on his Travels 
very ſoon, and perhaps he may not paſs 
through London. In ſhort, my dear 
Polly, J am in Hopes that my Letter 
will either find you more inchnable to 
hearken to Reaſon, or will make you 
ſo; and it is with this Hope that I con- 
clude myſelf, 

Your fincere Friend, Cc.“ 


I could not finiſh the reading of this 


Letter without ſhedding Tears in great. 


Abundance ; and what gave me the moit 
Uneaſineſs, was the Reflection on my 


own Credulity in having ever believed. 


Mr. Drake to be ſincere; 
L 2 What, 
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What, faid I to myſelf, is it poſſible 


ht for any one, to feign ſuch Tranſports as P 
i . I have been an Eye-witneſs of in him ? th 
ij and if real, Can they be ſo ſoon forgot- P 
9 ten? I even preſumed to doubt, whe- of 
0 ther the Letter contained his true Sen- fi 
i timents; and ſometimes imagined that ec 
it had been either dictated by his Brother, fr 
| or wrote by himſelf, with a charitable ol 
þ Deſign to ſet my Heart at Reſt, and to th 
| | prevent my future Unhappineſs; but 1 
i the Confirmation of the melancholy at 
| Truths in my Lady's Letter, put the to 
f Matter beyond Diſpute, and threw me in 
j into Deſpair. re 
I was wholly taken up in ruminating hz 
if on it, without taking the leaſt Notice fa 
f of the other Letter that came with it. L 
when Word was brought me, that Mr. M 

6 Perry ha 


the Tears ſtill in my Eyes, when Mr. 
Perry very kindly inquired into the Cauſe 
of my preſent” Concern ? I had not ſuf- 


fictent Strength to own, that it proceed- 
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Perry was below. I haſtened down Stairs, 


* 


ed from the Letter which I had received 


not have helped ſhewing it him; and 
the Particulars were ſo humbling, that 
I rather choſe to lay it to my Uneaſineſs 
at quitting a Place that I had been uſed 
to. I aſſured him, that I remained ftil 
in the ſame Mind, and that I did not 
repent in the leaſt of the Reſolution I 
had taken. And, indeed, I was very 
far from being ſorry at going, ſince my 
Lady's Letter, had there been no other 
Motive, would have been all- ſufficient to 


have determined me. 


I 6 


from my Lady, for in that Caſe I could 


Mr, 
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Mr. Perry then informed me, that he 


had wrote ta the Perſon to receive me; 


that it was a Day's Journey only; and 
that a. Coach and four of Sir Thomas's 
would call for me early the next Morn. 
ing; and that Mrs. Duncombe was to go 
with me to the Place. He then gave 
me a Letter for the Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe; and ſaid, that he did not know, 
but when he was at Leiſure, he might 
come and pay me a Viſit. He then 
took his Leave. 

I returned to my Apartment, leſs 
taken up with what I had juſt heard, 
than with my Lady's Letter. I read it 
over and over again, and each Time it 
melted me into Tears. At length, I 
recollected that I had received another 
Letter at the ſame Time with hers ; 

and. 
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and looking at the Direction, without 
being able to make out from what 
Quarter it came, Curioſity at laſt in- 
duced me to open it; when my Sur- 
prize was conſiderably increaſed at find- 
ing that the Hand-writing within was 
different from that without, and that 
it was wrote by young Mr. Drake. 
My Hands trembled, my Sight ſeemed 
to grow dim; and that Writing which 
I once looked on with. ſo much Satis- 
faction, now offered to my Sight only 
a confuſed Mixture of Letters. What, 
ſaid I, is he ſo cruel as to pronounce 
my Doom himſelf I remained ſilent 
for ſome Time, with my Eyes fixed 
upon the Letter, without having ſuffi- 
cient Strength to read it. Nor ſhould 
L have effected it at laſt, had I not re- 
collected 
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collected how much the being fully 
aſcertained of the Change in Mr. Drake, 
would contribute towards the conſirm- 
ing me in my Reſolution of Retirement, 
The Reader will ſee by the Contents 
how far it alarmed my Apprehenſions, 
and from thence may conclude what 


Effect it ſhould have had on me. It 
was as follows. 


« MAD AM, 


« ] have been here theſe ten Days 
without having any Opportunity to 
write to you. My Siſter and Duncombe 
have watched me ſo cloſe, that it has 
been hitherto impoſſible. You may judge 
of my Deſpair. Ever ſince the Letter 
that I was forced to write to you, I 


have not doubted but they have made 
ule 


> - S MK* 
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uſe of every Method to incenſe you 
againſt me; but be aſſured, that it was 
my Brother that obliged me to it, by 
throwing out moſt terrible Threaten- 
ings againſt you, in caſe of my Refu- 
fal ; and that my Siſter dictated it. My 
dear Polly, my Heart is not changed, it 


continues the ſame, and will ever do fo, 


if you are not married; for both Dun- 
embe and my Siſter aſſure me, that you 


are. Had you ſeen me on my firſt hear- 


ing that doleful News, my Situation 
muſt have affected you greatly ; and, 
indeed, I ſhould have been loſt to all 
Hopes, ere this, had it not been for my 
old Nurſe, who comforted me a little, by 
laying, that all this was ſaid only to de- 
ceive me. And, it is through her Means 


that I have the Pleaſure and Opportunity 
of 
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of writing to you at this Time. You 
muſt direct your Letters to her, as [ 


ſhall mine. Her Name is Fletcher, and 


her Place of Reſidence, Powderham-Caſtle, 
Devonſhire. I would adviſe you to get 


ſome one elſe to write the Direction of 


your Letters, for fear our Correſpon- 
dence ſhould be diſcovered. Be pleaſed 
to let me know whether you are really 
married or not, by the firſt Opportunity; 
for notwithſtanding all that Mrs. Fletcher 
has ſaid, I cannot be eafy. My Father, 
who 1s recovering from his Illneſs but 
ſlowly, has been perſuaded to think of 
ſending me on my Travels. They will, 
however, meet with ſome Difficulty in 
prevailing on me to go, provided you 
give me Aſſurances of an unalterable 


Love; and that you will inviolably keep 
the 


# 4% 
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the Promiſes you have made me. 
Believe me, my dear Polly, I would 
ſooner chooſe Death, and meet it with 
Gladneſs, than to be ſeparated from you; 
for I feel how impoſlible it is for me 
to live happily without you. I have a 
thouſand other Things to ſay to you; 
but I am apprenenfve of being diſco- 
vered writing to you, and Nurſe is con- 
tinually preſſing me to conclude. Be 
pleaſed to let me hear from you ſoon, 


and believe me to be 
Yours moſt affectionately, 
J. Drake.” 


My Heart could not remain inſenſible 
of the Pleaſure which it felt on the Aſ- 


ſurance of Mr. Drake's Conſtancy. No, 


Sir, faid I to myſelf, you ſhall not be 
deprived 
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deprived of the juſt Returns which your 
Conſtancy deſerves ;. nor ſhall any one 
elle hold a Place in a Heart that is 
wholly devoted to you. 

I gave myſelf up freely to theſe Tranl- 
ports, and it was ſome Time betore [ 


recollected the Embarraſſment which 


my accepting Mr. Perzy's : Propoſal of 


retiring would throw me into: Nay, 
farther, this Engagement had been allo 
entered into with Sir Thomas. But the 
Danger was too near at Hand, and Mr, 
Drake too deeply concerned in it, not to 
bring this melancholy Reflection ſoon to 
my Imagination. At firſt, I thought 


that I had gone ſo far, that no Expe- 


dient could be applied with any Pro- 
bability of Succeſs. In ſhort, it ſeemed 
to me to be abſolutely out of my Power 


0 


EY 
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to refuſe entering into Meaſures in which 
I had all along concurred , and that not 
out of any Conſtraint, but ſeemingly from 
a ſettled and deliberate Choice. There 
was, however, one conſolatory Circum- 
ſtance that attended my complying with 
the Agreement I had made; namely, 
that no ſet Time had been fixed for my 
continuing in this Retirement; and that 
therefore, after ſome Time, I might be 
at Liberty to withdraw myſelf out of it 
again, If, ſaid I, Mr. Drake continues 
to love me ſufficiently to complete my 
Happineſs, I ſhall be, by my Retreat 
into the Country, at a greater Diſtance 
and conſequently, in more Security, from. 
the Inſults that the Family might other- 
wile put upon me. And if I am un- 
happy enough to experience a Change in 

his. 
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his Sentiments, then in the Retreat whi- 
ther I am going, ſhall an End be put to 
my Liberty, my Miſcry and my Life. 
J felt, indeed, ſome Unecaſincſs at the 
Neceſſity I lay under of concealing my 
preſent Sentiments from Mr. Perry, but 
as it was impoſſible to do this without 
betraying the Secret that Mr. Drale 
had entruſted me with, and without 
expoling him to the Indignation of his 
Parents, I determined on this Conceal- 
ment the more eaſily, as I was not to 
ſee Mr. Perry before my Departure. [ 
turned my Thoughts immediately to the 
anſwering the two Letters. My Lady's 


did not embarraſs me ſo much as I had 


at firſt apprehended it would ; for as 


ſhe had deceived Mr. Drake, I did not 
heſitate at deceiving her in my Turn. I 
told 


to] 


liy 
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told her, therefore, that having never 
had any other Deſign in View but to 
live a retired Life ; and not having 
found the leaſt Inclination for the Offer 
that had been made me, 1 had deter- 
mined my Behaviour in Purſuance of 
Mr. Perry's Advice, and with the Con- 
ſent of her Huſband Sir Thomas, name- 
ly, to go down to Becconsfield, and live 
there. I beſought her to continue to- 
wards me the ſame kind Friend as I 
had ever found her ; and that in return, 
[ ſhould ever think of her with the ut- 
moſt Gratitude, and eſteem her with 
the moſt profound Reſpect; but through- 
out the Letter, I took care not to men- 
tion a ſingle Syllable of Mr. Drage. 

The Anſwer I was to return to his 
Letter, was a thouſand Times more 1n- 


tereſting, 
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tereſting, and conſequently more diff 
cult than the former. I was willing 
that he ſhould continue unchangeable 
in his Affections; but I was willing, at 
the ſame Time, that he ſhould not dif. 
obey his Friends ; for however dear he 
might be to me, I was unwilling to 
purchaſe him at the Expence of his 
Honour, his Virtue, and the Peace of 
his Family. It was in this Diſpoſition 
of Mind that I wrote to him, and told 
him that my ſincere Eſteem for him 
required this Proof of his Conſtancy 
and Fidelity at his Hands ; namely, an 
exact Obedience to his Father and 
Siſter, in all Points that did not re- 
ſpect the endangering his Liberty; that 
I had refolved to behave myſelf in Con- 
formity to this Rule; and that, in Pur- 

ſuance 


dif 
ref 
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ſuance of it, I was going to Becconsfield 
to Mrs. Hampden's, whither he might 
write to me; that I ſhould preſerve 
my Eſteem and Affection for him ſo 
long as I had any Hopes of being law- 
fully united to him ; but that if my 
Fate ſhould otherwiſe decree it, I ſhould 
ive on in my Retirement. I repeated 
my Deſire of his obeying his Parents 
more than once; nay, adviſed him to 
travel, if they inſiſted upon it; aſſuring 
him, that neither Time nor Abſence 
were capable of producing any Change 
in my Heart; and that if any Thing 
was capable of alienating my Affections, 
it would be the hearing that he had 
diſobey'd a Father and Siſter <cqually 
reſpectable by each of us. I did not 
conceal from him the Uncaſineſs that 

had 
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had been given me by the Letter which 
he had wrote the Day before his De— 
parture, nor the Pleaſure that I had re- 
ceived from the laſt. I owned to him 
the Need that I ſtood in of ſuch Af. 
ſiſtance, and ended by entreating him 
to love me as ſincerely and as conſtantly 
as I did him. 

Theſe two Letters being finiſhed, I 
deſired the Landlady of the Houle to 
direct one to Mrs. Fletcher, and ſent 
them both away immediately, employing 
the remaining Part of the Day in ſct. 
ting Things for my Departure, wit), 
much more Tranquility than before. 
While I was taken up in this Employ- 
ment, I recollected that I had got Mr. 
Drake's Letter about me, and that it 


would be much the ſafer Way to lock 
it 
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it up. With this Intention I opened 
the Trunk that the Colonel had given 
me, and put the Letter into the Place 
where every Thing that I had of Value 
was contained, In the Interim a Thought 
came into my Head, which I ſhould have 
looked upon as an Omen, it I could 
have been ſuppoſed to have foreſeen 
what did really afterwards happen. I 
found myſelf frightened on a ſudden; 
and conſidering that I had never been 
out of London, and had heard a thouſand 
Stories of Highwaymen, and of the Riſks 
that People run in Travelling, I was afraid 
to venture what I commonly called my 
Treaſure. I therefore took out the Let- 
ter, as alſo Mr. Perry's to Mrs. Hampden, 
and reſolving to ſend the Box to him, 
wich a Deſire to let it continue in his 
Vor. I. K Cuſtody, 


* 
* 
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Cuſtody, till he ſhould come to Beccons- 
field himſelf, as he had given me Hopes 
he would, the laſt Time I ſaw him. This 
having done, the Meſſenger that I ſent, 
brought me back an Anſwer of Acknow- 
ledgment of his having received the Box, 
and a Promiſe to re-deliver it on De- 
mand. The next Morning, by ten 
o'Clock, the Coach came, and Mrs. 
Duncombe in it. About Two we pot 
to Uxbridge, where we were to dine. 
While Dinner was getting ready, we 
took a Walk in the Town ; and among 
other Places, went into the Church- 
yard, when I thought I perceived Sir 
Thomas at a little Diſtance from us. I 
was quite ſhocked at che ſudden Surpriſe. 
I took Notice of it to Mrs. Duncomvoe ; 
but ſhe either believed, or would have 
7 had 
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had me believe, that I was miſtaken. 
had great Reaſon to think that ſhe did 
not impoſe upon me, and yet I could 
not help thinking, that I had ſcen him, 
and was a good deal apprehenſive of the 
Danger which ſuch an Interview would 
expole me to. Mrs. Duncombe endea- 
voured to quiet my Fears, and readily 
came into my Propoſal of returning to 
the Inn, where, as ſoon as we arnved, 
my Suſpicion of having ſcen Sir T homas 
proved but too well- grounded; for his 
Servants were gone. The Landlady in- 
formed us, that a Gentleman very well 
dreſſed, had been to inquire for me; 
that after having talked for ſome Time 
with the Servants, he went out, and they 
in a very little While afterwards follow- 
ed him. 


K 2 This 
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This Account gave me a good deal 
of Uneaſineſs. Mrs. Duncombe endea- 
voured to quiet me, but in vain. ] 
determined not to ſtay a Moment lon- 
ger in the Houſe, and refolved to go 
dut of it, without knowing whither ! 
was going, or What I was to do. The 
Landlady, who was an Eye-witneſs of 
my Emotiop and my Tears, attempt- 
ed to comfort me. As ſhe underſtood 
that I was afraid that ſome Injury 
might be offered me by Sir Thomas, 
ſhe endeavoured to calm me, by aſſuring 
me, that I was in a Place of the utmoſt 
Security. ' Yes, Madam, ſaid I, I per- 
ceive you are the only Perſon that J 
can depend on: I therefore accept of 
the Aſſiſtance which you ſo generouſly 
offer me ; and beſeech you to take 
Pity 


315 
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Pity on an unhappy Girl, who is con- 
tinually tormented and betray'd. 

Mrs. Duncombe felt immediately the 
Reflection I had caſt on her; and, in- 
deed, I muſt own that I could not help 
ſuſpecting her of having been in Con- 
federacy with Sir Thomas, as every Thing 
ſeemed ſuſpicious to me in the Light 
in which I then viewed it. She ſcem- 
ed a good deal diſpleaſed at my Jea- 
louſy, and reproached me for my In- 
gratitude, Then melting into Tears, 
ſhe repreſented more mildly all that ſhe 
had done for me, and the wholeſome 
Advice ſhe had always given me. Alas, 
Child, faid ſhe, for thus I ſtill preſume 
to call you, can you think me capable 
of deceiving you in a Matter where 
both the Dictates of Honour and Re- 
K 3 gion 
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ligion combine to- «reſtrain me ? My 
Suſpicions gave way immediately to my 
Tenderneſs, I fell on my Knees, and 
beſought her to forgive me. 

The Landlady, who was preſent at 
this Tranſaction, was melted into Tears; 
ſhe deſired to know what were our 
Deſigns, and the Reaſons of my Ap- 
prehenſions. I gave her an Account 
of the whole, and of my Intention to 
have reached Becconsfield tag iglit; 
but as Affairs were ſo circumſfanced, I 
was unwilling to make any farther Ule 
of Sir Thomas's Equipage, not doubting 
in the leaſt, but he was come thither 
out of ſome ill Deſign againſt me. 


Do not give yourſelf any Uneaſinels, 
ſaid the Landlady. 1 believe I can help 


vou out well enough, We have got 4 
Poſt- 
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Poſt-chaiſe going to Wickham to take 
up a Gentleman: Now as Becconsfield 
is in the Road, and the Chaiſe will 
go thither empty, you may go in it if 
you pleaſe. You will infinitely oblige 
me, madam, ſaid I. 

While ſhe was gone to give Or- 
ders about this Matter, I remained 
alone with Mrs. Duncombe, and endea- 
voured by my Compliments and little 
Aſſiduities, to make her forget the In- 
juries that I had offered to her Re- 


putation. As ſoon as ſhe grew a lit- 


tle compoſed, ſhe told me, that I had 
embraced the Landlady's Offer too ha- 
ſlily; for in the firſt Place, faid ſhe, 
I may not be permitted, perhaps, to 
go with you; and in the next, ſup- 
poſing I were, how am I to get back 

K 4 again, 
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again, in order to return home in Sir 
Thomas's Coach? This Objection em- 
barraſſed me a good deal; but at length, 
after ſome Reflexion, would it not, 
ſaid I, be a Means of concealing my 
Departure from Sir Thomas ? Could 
we not make his People beheve, that 
T ſhall not be able to go before To- 
morrow ? And as they ſaw you here, 


they would not have the leaſt Suſpi- 


cion that I was gone without you; and 
might in all Probability, by this 
Means, eſcape the Snare they have 
laid for me. Mrs. Duncombe ſeemed 
- pleaſed with what I had ſuggeſted, and 
the Landlady coming in juſt at that 
(Inſtant, ſhe informed us that the Poſti- 
lion could not ſet out till two Hours 
after; for that his Horſes required ſome 

5 Reſt, 
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Sir Reſt, they having but juſt before come 
em- off a Journey. 


th, While we were thus converſing with 
not, the Landlady, Sir Thomas's Scrvants came 
my back to the Inn, one of whom it ſeems 
uld was acquainted with the Poſtilion that 
hat was to drive me ; and they were drink- 


Lo- ing together when the Landlady went 


re, down to enjoin the latter to Secreſy 
pi- in the Affair. It was ſhe, herſelf, that 
nd acquainted me with this Circumſtance; 
his however, ſhe aſſured nie, that ſhe thought 
ve ſhe had already ſaid enough to the Boy, 


od to prevent his diſcloſing the Secret of 
nd my Departure. But the Landlady was. 
at miſtaken in her Conjecture, as the Event. 
i- but too fully proved. 

I waited with Impatienc for the Mo- 


ment of my letting out; when, at laſt, I 
K 5 Was. 
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was relieved from my Anxicty, by be— 
ing told that the Chaiſe was ready, |] 
concealed myſelf as well as I could 
from the Obſervation of the Peopte 
in the Inn. Mrs. Duncombe, who had 
already told ſome of Sir Thomas's Ser. 
vants that I was not to fet out till 
the next Day, went down before me, 
in order to keep them in Play, while 
I got into the Chaiſe, I ar laſt hur- 
ried. in, and left Uxbridge in a vio— 
tent Agitation, occaſioned by the Sa. 
tisfaction I felt at quittng a Place in 
which Sir Thomas thought to ſurprite 


me. 
It was about the End of the Month 


of Ofober, as the Sun was ſetting ult 
as we got out of Uxbridge. Some Ac- 
cident happening to the Harneſs, we 

were 
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were obliged to ſtop at the next Vul- 
lage to have it mended, when I heard 
ſome People telling the Poſtilion that 
four or five Horſemen had gone through, 
about half an Hour before, and in- 
quired whether his Chaiſe had gone by? 
To this the Poſtilion reply'd, that they were 
very inquiſitive about that which did not 
concern them; and if itdid, that his Horſes 
muſt bait, let them ſay what they would. 
This Diſcourſe made no manner of Im- 
preſſion upon me, though I was afraid, 
I ſaid, that it would be late before we 
reached the nd of our Journey, as 
Night was coming on apace ; but the 
Poſtilion quieted my Fears by aſſuring 
me that we ſhould ſoon be there, 

We went on again pretty briſkly, but 
were ſcarcely got a Mile, when in a kind 


of 
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of Thicket, three Men came up and 
tood juſt before our [Horſes Heads, 
one of whom, with a Sword in his Hand, 
. made the Poſtilion ſtop. I now gave 


myſelf over for loſt ; and not making 
the leaſt Doubt but that they were High. 
waymen, -I pulled out my Purſe imme- 
diately, with about fifty Shillings in it, 
in order to give it them; but what 


was my Fright, when the Perſon, whom 


I had obſerved with the Sword in his 
Hand, came up to the Chaiſe, and telling 


me, at the ſame Time, that it was not 
my Money that he wanted; and that l 
was very ungrateful, in thus running 
away from thoſe to whoſe Care I had 


been entruſted. As ſoon as I heard the 
Voice, I inſtantly knew:that it was Sir 


Thomas's, and .remained quite ſpeechleſs 


for 
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for ſome Time. Notwithſtanding my 
Cries, the Chaiſe Door was opened, and 
I was pulled out of it. It was 1n vain 
that I made uſe of Intreaties, Sir Thomas 
heard them without the leaſt Emotion; 
and after I had been dragged .out of 
the Chaiſe, and left in the Cuſtody of 
one of his Servants, he diſmiſſed the 
Poſtilion, loading him all the while with 


the bittereſt Curſes that could be con- 
ceived or expreſſed. The Poſtilion, 


overjoyed at eſcaping ſo well, drove 
out of Sight immediately. Sir Thomas 
then came up to me, and putting on 
an Air of great Severity, ſaid, I deſerved 


moſt rigorous Treatment, for having 
ran away from a Perſon that he had ſet 
over me; adding, that he did not doubt 


in the leaſt, but I had artfully impoſed 


upon 
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upon her, and that he ſuppoſed I had 
hired the Chaile to go into Devonſhire 
to his Brother; that he knew my De— 
ſigns well enough; and that he would 
take Care to prevent their being exe- 
cuted. I was not in a fit Condition to 
make particular Replies to Accuſations 
which he had invented to intimidate 
me; but only aſiured him in general 
Terms, that 1 was innocent. Being un- 
willing to hear me, he ordered his Ser- 
vants to lift me up, and convey me to 


the next Inn. I trembled fo, that 1 
could ſcarce hold myſelf up, when he 


had the Barbarity to order his People 
to drag me along. I ſummoned all ny 
Strength to hinder their obeying him, 
and cry'd out as loud as I could, Sir 
Thomas, upon this, threatened me moſl 


cruelly, 


cri 
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cruelly, if I did not immediately ceaſe 


my Cries; and indeed, I began to de- 


De- ſpair of ever eſcaping his Fury ; when 
ould ſuddenly I heard the Noiſe of Horſes 
cxc- behind me. The Neceſſity I ſtood in 
| to of receiving ſome Aſſiſtance, was too 
Ons preſſing to neglect my making uſe of 
late every Means in my Power to procure 
ral a Relief from my cruel Tormentors ; I 
in. therefore redoubled my Cries, when up 
er- came five Men on IIorſeback, who or- 


dered us all to ſtop. Sir Thomas went 
up, and deſired to ſpeak with the Offi- 
cer, for it was a Party of Horſe going 
to Wickham, to their Quarters, of whom 
there were ſeveral more at a little Diſtance. 
The People that had got hold of me, re- 
tired, when two of the Soldiers came 


up to me. I Jo not know what Sir 
T bomas 


* 
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therefore redoubled my Cries, when up 
came five Men on Horſeback, who or- 
dered us all to ſtop. Sir Thomas went 
up, and deſired to ſpeak with the Offi- 


cer, for it was a Party of Horſe going 
to Wickham, to their Quarters, of whom 


there were ſeveral more at a little Diſtance, 
The People that had got hold of me, re- 
tired, when two of the Soldiers came 


up to me. I Jo not know what Sir 
Thomas 


— 
« : 
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Thomas ſaid to the commanding Off. 
cer ; but as to myſelf, I informed the 
two Soldiers of all that had happened ; 
and one of them ſeemed to be a good 
deal affected with the Recital. 
The Officer, after having talked ſome 
Time with Sir Thomas, ordered me to 
mount behind one of the Soldiers, and to 
go to the next Inn, which was about three 
Quarters of a Mile from the Place where 
we then were. I was accordingly ſeated 
behind the Soldier, whom I mentioned 
to have appeared affected with my Sto- 
y; and who aſſured me, that not the 
leaſt Harm ſhould happen to me. In 
this Manner we arrived at the Inn, 
where we found the Landlord, his Wife 
and Daughter, (a Girl of about twenty 
Vears of Age) in whoſe Apartment [I 
was 
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was immediately conducted; where I. 
had not been long before Sir Themas 
came in; at Sight of whom, I ſcreamed 
moſt immoderately ; - when he endea- 
voured to. pacity me, by ſaying, that I 
had now no longer any Occaſion to weep, 
or to complain ; but unleſs I heard him 
attentively,. it might be attended with 
pernicious Conſequences to myſelf ; I 
refuſed to hear any thing, and tried all 
I could to get out of the Room, when 
ſuddenly I found him Kneeling before 
me. The Particulars of what followed, 
I ſhall refer to the enſuing Part of theſe 
Adventures. 
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